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Background 

Bangladesh has obtained significant economic 
growth, a high and consistent GDP level, 
substantial poverty reduction, and notable 
technological and ICT development over the 50 
years since its independence in 1971. Bangladesh is 
now classified as a developing country. Bangladesh 
has consistently fought and triumphed over many 
societal, economic, and political challenges as the 
world's largest delta. Furthermore, the adverse 
impacts of extreme climatic events, namely floods, 
cyclones, droughts, and salinity intrusion, and the 
global geopolitical situation have substantially 
affected the socioeconomic infrastructure, including 
human development factors in Bangladesh. 
Bangladesh has overcome these obstacles most of 
the time and achieved a position in the global arena 
where it has become a positive example for many 
other similar or comparable nations hoping to 
replicate its development discourses. Nevertheless, 
challenges remain where social scientists can 
contribute with their expertise, research, and policy 
frameworks. Against this backdrop, the Social 
Science School of Khulna University, Bangladesh, 
organized an international conference on 
contemporary social science issues on the 27th and 
28th of January, 2023. From nine different tracks, a 
total of 114 abstracts were submitted for this 
conference. After performing a blind-review 
process, 63 abstracts finally received acceptance 
(55%), of which 58 abstracts are going to be 
presented in the conference. 
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Abstract 
In Bangladesh, the GoB program for social and physical rehabilitation of distressed neighborhoods, 
including hijra, recently rehabilitated only 50 Hijra people out of 50,000 by providing shelter under the 
Asrayan-2 Prokolpo. Gender Varied Groups (Hijra Communities) in Bangladesh continue to live on the 
outskirts of society because they do not fit into the "standard" gender classification of feminine or 
masculine. They are deprived of basic human rights, dignity, and integrity because they are unable to earn a 
decent livelihood. They are harassed by the local police and are victimized for their anomalous identity, 
being forced to be involved in begging, money extortion, and sex trafficking for survival. The GoB has 
followed the conventional rehabilitation concept to ensure human rights for these minority groups based 
on spatial segregation or social inequality. In contrast, the Hijra community lives in a remote culture and 
educates its members (Chela) adjacent to where they reside. The most pressing requirement in the 
community is an area to reside. Their housing standards are appalling because they are reluctant to dwell in 
residential properties like apartments or condominiums. Their residences are not only intended for 
habitation, as is the case with traditional housing but also serve as institutions for newcomers who are torn 
off from family and society. This investigation emphasizes the living conditions of the third-gender 
community. The study aims to investigate the spatial organization or home-making concept of hijras based 
on their communal living in the context of Bangladesh, as well as how they perceive the concept of home-
making spatially. Furthermore, the goal of this research is to determine how spatial segregation impacts the 
lifestyle of third-gender communities in traditional housing concepts through the spatial relationships of 
housing for the Hijra community. This qualitative research was conducted and used comprehensive, and 
interview methods to gather information. The study's methodology also included a thorough literature 
assessment of the field's knowledge base. The results of this study will create a scholarly insight into the 
impoverished hijra community, challenging both political and socioeconomic dynamics in Bangladesh. 
 
Keywords: 3rd-Gender, rehabilitation, spatial segregation, home-making, co-living 
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Abstract 
The changing nature of the global climate and increasing hazards are creating new challenges for people 
worldwide. Bangladesh is not out of this; the people experienced the loss of lives and livelihoods due to 
rapid-onset hazards such as floods. Bangladesh's coastline and riverside families are especially vulnerable to 
the adverse effects of climatic shocks. Flooding is a significant issue for the residents of coastal and 
riverside areas of Bangladesh. In 2022, a catastrophic flood hit the northern parts of Bangladesh. Two 
districts of Sylhet division, namely Sylhet and Sunamganj, experienced record-breaking effects from the 
devastating flooding. The study was conducted in Sylhet City Corporation, where all of the respondents 
were living in different slums at the time of data collection. The study's aim is to investigate the 
socioeconomic effects on livelihoods and the rising need for rehabilitation for families who were displaced 
as a result of the flood. A mixed-methods explanatory sequential design was used to conduct this study. 
The quantitative data was collected from n=50 survey respondents to identify what factors influenced the 
migration decisions of the flood victims. After completing quantitative data collection, n=20 IDIs were 
conducted to explore in-depth data on how their flood-induced migration decision has affected their 
socioeconomic livelihoods and raised new issues of rehabilitation. Respondent-driven sampling was used in 
the quantitative survey, and purposive sampling was used to recruit the participants for the IDIs. The 
study’s findings revealed that all of the participants experienced damage to their properties, i.e., damage to 
homes (either partially or completely), wooden materials, and other household accessories as a result of the 
extreme flooding. During the flood, they had to consume insufficient food and also experienced a lack of 
safe shelter, drinking water and, proper sanitation. During the post-flood period, they experienced 
unemployment, a reduction in monthly income, and a reduction in household expenditure. They were also 
unable to pay for their children’s education. They shared the need of rehabilitation and were looking 
forward to receiving assistance from governments and non-governmental organizations to recover from 
flood damage. The results of this study recommend that the government, NGOs, and other stakeholders 
should take the necessary steps to mitigate post-flood emergencies and provide them with a safe and secure 
way of living. 
 
Keywords: Flood-migration, socio-economic effects, livelihoods, climate-change, rehabilitation 
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Abstract 
The period of adolescence is a crucial change over into adulthood. There is a considerable gap in the 
knowledge, perception, and practice regarding menstruation. The objective of the study was to analyze the 
knowledge, attitude and practice of menstrual hygiene management among adolescent girls in Khulna City. 
Three schools from ward no. 1 of Maheshwar Pasha in Khulna City were purposively selected, which 
included:  (i), Maheshwar Pasha Girls High School, (ii) Maheshwar Pasha High School, and (iii) Khanabari 
Girls High School. This study was conducted following survey method. Among 587 female adolescent 
students, 300 respondents were selected by simple random sampling procedure using some specific criteria 
i.e. age of the female students was 13 to 16 years; years of schooling was class 8 to class 10 and the 
respondents must be the students of selected public high school. Later, data were collected using semi-
structured interview schedule using interview technique from 25th August to 20th October 2019. To 
measure knowledge, attitude and practice of menstrual hygiene management, Likert Five Point scale was 
used and later recoded into three levels of categories (low, medium and high) to analyze the data. Findings 
of the study revealed that 66.3 percent respondents were informed about menstruation by their mothers, 53 
percent respondents had to face medium level of restrictions during menstruation, and 45.7 percent 
respondents faced various physical problems like abdominal pain, breast pain, and headache during 
menstruation. This study showed that the knowledge about menstrual management increased among 
adolescents and majority of the respondent’s mother disseminated this knowledge. The use of modern 
products also increased (i.e., 61.3 percent with high level of knowledge used sanitary pad compared to 
those who showed low level of knowledge) and 44.7 percent students used dustbin for disposal of used 
materials. In case of availability of facilities in school, 61.0 percent had higher level of facilities during 
menstruation in school. Additionally, the study found that during menstruation 54.3 percent respondents 
showed medium level of attitude and 37.7 percent respondents had high level of activities. This study also 
identified that age along with years of schooling of the respondents, years of schooling and occupations of 
mothers as well as attending religious activities by respondents were positively associated with knowledge, 
attitude and practice regarding menstrual hygiene management. Though respondent's household income 
had positive association with respondent knowledge, attitude and practice (significant at the 0.05, 0.05 and 
0.01 level respectively) regarding menstrual hygiene management, but the study disclosed negative 
association with father’s years of schooling and occupation as well as household expenditure in this regard. 
As a taboo topic in many cultures, the process and management of menstruation is often shrouded in 
mystery. Therefore, stakeholders, including parents, school management committee, the Ministry of 
Education, and nongovernmental organizations should work collaboratively to break down this taboo and 
raise nongovernmental raise awareness among female adolescents about the sanitation and hygiene 
management of menstruation. 
 
Keywords: Knowledge, practice, menstruation hygiene management, female adolescents, Khulna city 
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Abstract 
The vast population of Bangladesh, dependent on the rural floodplains for their nature-based livelihood is 
vulnerable in the face of natural disasters and prone to permanent displacement from their homes. The coastal 
region of Bangladesh is the most climate-affected area and frequently experiences both slow and rapid onset 
disasters, influencing such unplanned and forced displacements. The geographical location and population 
density make this region more vulnerable to cyclones, tidal inundation, and salinization. Aftereffects of natural 
calamities like salinization of soil and water reduced fertility of the soil, and damage to physical infrastructure and 
habitats contribute toward permanent migration to big cities like Dhaka. Several studies have shown that a one-
meter sea level rise will displace 15 million people in 2050. Climate change patterns are now showing a visible 
link to these involuntary migrations. People frequently migrate to adjacent cities and areas for their livelihoods 
which is a means of adaptation. They are usually involved in agricultural and non-agricultural activities like day 
labour in brick kilns and agricultural fields, earthwork, rickshaw pullers, domestic workers, factories etc. 
Accommodating cities are facing excessive pressure on urban infrastructure and overall job market, an 
uncontrolled increase of informality in terms of accommodation and livelihood as these people do not have any 
alternative skills other than traditional agriculture. The lack of market-driven skills accelerates unemployment 
during the off-season period and lower wage rate during the seasonal migration period. This study investigated 
how alternative skill development can secure diversified livelihood through case study analysis. Under Panii Jibon 
project, through conducting the action research, first round of primary survey was done in 2018 and 2020. The 
in-depth interviews focused on 20 years spanning from 2000 to 2019 to develop the case stories. Additionally, 
the last round of interview was conducted in 2022. The five selected case studies are based on skilled and 
unskilled climate migrants in the southwest coastal belt. The case study analysis method has been used for the 
analysis and articulation of recommendations. Among twenty case stories of migrants, five have been selected for 
this study. The study tried to investigate climate migrants’ problems both in source and destination and put light 
after getting involved in skill development program. The study found that there is a significant difference in 
wage, social environment, and sustainment of their migration between skilled and unskilled migrants. As 
unskilled migrants move without any information or skill, they get different wages and job security treatments, 
which directs the tendency to move again. These unplanned repetitive displacements create disintegration in 
family and social life. On the other side, skilled migrants can decide by themselves based on job availability where 
they should approach and relocate. In most cases, they get permanent jobs with a good wage rate. With these 
alternative skills, sometimes, they can engage in income-generating activities in their areas rather than migrating. 
Among them, those who have some technical skills can initiate business in local areas and create opportunities 
for others as well to sustain in their territory. In addition, there is a growing demand for skilled labor across the 
country for many development projects and industries. This has several socio-economic impacts on their 
livelihood that can fulfil their basic needs, can avoid trafficking, educate their children, protect women from 
GVB, social recognition, and finally can create an impact on the local economy. Climate migrants, unlike 
economic migrants, mostly react to push factors at the source. Therefore, preemptively addressing these factors 
can reduce the rate of climate-induced migration in Bangladesh. 
 

Keywords: Climate change, migration, skills, livelihood 
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Abstract 
This paper aims to inspect the relationship between Foreign Direct Invest (FDI) and the agriculture sector 
in Bangladesh over the period 1972 to 2021. This study is based on secondary data and previous literature 
and data are collected from World Development Indicator. The variable that has been used as the 
independent variable is Foreign Direct Investment, Employment in Agriculture Sector, Inflation, Gross 
Fixed Capital Formation, Gross Domestic Product, and Trade, and the dependent variable is the agriculture 
sector (Forestry, Fisheries). By using secondary data, the paper uses the Auto Regressive Distributed Lag 
Model (ARDL) because the Dickey fuller test gives us a mixed stationary result. The f-Bound test is used to 
examine the relationship among the variables under study. These findings show that foreign direct 
investment has a considerable negative influence on agriculture sector output over the long term and has 
no relationship in the short run. The study recommends a short- and medium-term plan. Required to 
handle the government of Bangladesh expanded and urgent funding of the agricultural sector after 
occurring natural calamities as soon as possible. Government should take steps to increase soil fertility. 
 
Keywords: Agricultural sector, ARDL, Bangladesh, f-bound test, foreign direct investment, secondary data 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Corresponding author’s email: <sadekin08@gmail.com>  



 

                      Social Science School, Khulna University 

                     1st International Conference on Social Science Issues 
 

6 

Nexus between Corporate Income Tax and Economic Growth in 
Bangladesh 

 

Sharmin Chowdhury1*  Mohammad Ziaul Haider1 
 

1Economics Discipline, Khulna University, Khulna, Bangladesh 
 

ICSSI: 23/17                                                                          Track 1: Economy, Politics, and Development 
Abstract submitted: December 2022                                                                         Abstract accepted: January 09, 2023 

 
Abstract 
This study paper has assembled a new data set on corporate income tax rate since 2001-2020 in Bangladesh 
and have analyzed the impact on economic growth of Bangladesh. It takes into account the impact of 
corporate income tax rate on GDP per capita, government expenditure, foreign direct investment, and 
inflation. In last two decades, with increasing trend of corporate income tax revenue, it has been observed 
that, the share of corporate income tax revenue in total tax revenue is almost 32 percent. To analyze the 
association between corporate income tax and economic growth, this study incorporated empirical analysis. 
After observing Augmented Dicky-Fuller (ADF) test and Phillips-Perron (PP) test, the stationarity of 
variables has been found which is a significant properties of time series analysis. In the second step, by 
applying Johansen cointegration test, one cointegrating vector has been observed in the variables. Finally, 
this study paper also tries to figure out the causal relationship among variables by applying Vector Error 
Correction Mechanism (VECM) method and Granger Causality test. It has observed that, corporate 
income tax rate has a granger cause to GDP per capita and if there is an increase in corporate income tax 
revenue by 1 percent, there is a positive increase in GDP per capita. 
 
Keywords: Tax structure, corporate income tax, GDP per capita, unit root test, economic growth 
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Abstract 
The prevalence of Short Birth Interval (SBI) is higher in Low- and Middle-Income countries (LMICs), 
including Bangladesh.  The effects of SBI on child mortality by comparing two unequal groups of mothers 
with respect to their socio-economic status were reported in the existing literature of LMICs. This may 
overestimate or underestimate the true effects, particularly for events such as mortality, where the sample 
size is relatively small. We therefore explored the effects of SBI on several forms of child mortality in 
Bangladesh by comparing two equal groups created by applying the propensity score matching technique. 
The study used two national data sources: Bangladesh Demographic and Health Survey 2017/18, and 
Bangladesh Health Facility Survey 2017. The number of sample was 5,941 women and 1594 healthcare 
facilities which were linked by administrative boundary linked method. The exposure variable was SBI 
(interval between two subsequent births <33 months: yes, no). The outcome variables were neonatal 
mortality (mortality within 1 month of live births: yes, no), infant mortality (mortality within 1 year of live 
births: yes, no) and under-five mortality (mortality within five years of live births: yes, no). The exposure 
and outcome variables were classified based on the guidelines of World Health Organization. Multilevel-
Poisson regression model with inverse probability treatment weight technique was used to determine 
association between exposure and outcome variables. The reported rates of neonatal, infant and under-five 
mortality were 48.8, 30.8, and 23.1 per 1000 live births, respectively. Around 63% (AOR, 1.63; 95% CI, 
1.08-2.46) were found to have higher likelihoods of neonatal mortality among newborns from SBI mothers 
than newborns from non-SBI mothers. The likelihoods of infant mortality and under-five mortality were 
found 1.45 times (aOR, 1.45; 95% CI, 1.01-2.08) and 2.82 times (aOR, 2.82; 95% CI, 2.16-3.70) higher 
among the newborns who were born in a short interval of their immediately preceding sibling as compared 
to the babies born in a normal interval of their immediate preceding sibling. The findings indicate that the 
short birth interval, which represents around one-fourth of the total live births in Bangladesh, is an 
important predictor of child mortality. Consequently, around 1 million births, who are born in a short 
interval every year in Bangladesh, are at risk of dying before reaching their fifth birthday. This indicates a 
challenge for Bangladesh to achieve the Sustainable Development Goal-3 targets to reduce neonatal and 
under-five mortality to 12 and 25 deaths per 1000 live births, respectively. The study findings suggest to 
raise awareness among married women about the SBI and to strengthen maternity care facilities in order to 
reduce child mortality from Bangladesh. 
 
Keywords: Short birth interval, neonatal mortality, infant mortality, child mortality, propensity score 
matching technique 
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Abstract 
The village court, and alternative dispute resolution (ADR) promised to resolve civil cases instead of full 
court proceedings among rural areas as it takes less time and are more cost saving process. Village court is a 
useful pattern of dispute resolution to decline the burdensome formal judicial services at the local 
community. Accordingly, this study tries to find out the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats 
(SWOT) of a village court in rural Bangladesh. In addition, it tries to identify the challenges of village court 
to operationalize at local level. By employing multistage sampling technique, we select nine unions from 
rural communities in Bangladesh's southwestern districts of Bagerhat, Khulna, and Sathkhria as study areas. 
Mixed method approach was adopted where 141 household survey were conducted by using semi-
structured questionnaire for quantitative data and three focus group discussions (FGD), three key 
informant interviews (KII) were performed for qualitative data. Descriptive statistics and SWOT analysis 
were carried out to address the research objective. The study result demonstrates that middle age (31-40 
year) group, secondary level of education, and lower middle-income (10,001-20,000 BDT/month) people 
are the main stakeholders in reporting dispute to the village court. Qualitative response reports that the 
main challenges of village court are lack of manpower, logistic support, infrastructure, lack of training for 
village court personnel. Besides, other challenges are lack of awareness of local people regarding the Act of 
Village Court and price limit of the wealth (less than 75000 BDT) in the Act of Village Court. However, the 
strengths of the village court are fair justice, the existence of rules and regulations, a well-accepted body, 
easy access to justice and less paperwork. Thus, stakeholders suggest to solve these designated problems 
towards making village court more effective as it has several opportunities like lower cost and time, and 
harassment-free service to the local community. Therefore, the government should take necessary action 
plans, and amendment of village court law to overcome the challenges of village court and fully 
functionalize it for the greater wellbeing of the local community. 
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Abstract 
Worldwide indigenous people are experiencing a scarcity of safe drinking water within their ancestral ground due to 
several environmental hazards, including global warming and climate change. Besides, indigenous people in Bangladesh, 
especially in the southern region, are experiencing a similar dilemma to other countries. Rajbangsi and Munda are two 
unheard indigenous communities that are highly exposed to natural disasters in southern Bangladesh. The scarcity of 
safe drinking water in south Bangladesh pushed them to perform unique practices, knowledge, beliefs, and 
transformations system regarding water management. The present study aimed to explore the knowledge and practices 
regarding sources, perceptions, transformation, beliefs, and challenges of the safe drinking water management system 
among the Rajbangsi and Munda- two indigenous minorities of Satkhira Upazila, southern coast of Bangladesh using a 
qualitative research approach. Following the criteria for data collection and using purposive sampling, data were 
collected from 20 participants, where 8 individuals were from the Rajbangsi community, and the rest 12 were from the 
Munda community. A semi-structured in-depth interview guideline was used for the confidential data collection 
process, which took place from February to July 2022 in Kaligonj and Burigoalini of Satkhira district. Each in-depth 
interview (IDI) duration ranged above 30 minutes with an average of 25 minutes at least. This exploratory study used 
NVivo 12 pro software to produce codes, nodes, and memos, and later, a thematic analytical frame was incorporated to 
interpret the qualitative data. Findings showed that the Rajbangsi and Munda communities near Bangladesh’s 
Sundarbans mangrove forest (SMF) are among the worst sufferers of safe drinking water due to salinity intrusion and 
natural disasters. Besides, both are exceptionally marginalized as the community lacks knowledge regarding water 
contamination, the water purification process, and the latter’s benefits. Although the water management system has 
seen enormous changes over the years, rainwater harvesting is the only reliable source of potable water. However, the 
quantity of rainwater they preserve for further use is not worth it. The way they collect rainwater is not proper and 
healthy because they mostly use sand, alum, and natural filters to purify the water. Consequently, the prevalence of 
waterborne diseases is remarkably high among them. Additionally, indigenous community people had to carry safe 
drinking water from nearby or distant sources. In this context, female members of the Munda family were mainly 
responsible for fetching water as they had their selected water sources in their locality. On the contrary, the Rajbangsi 
community had to travel to distant places to collect drinking water. The gender sensitivity, domestic duties of women 
and their mobility restrictions beyond home forced the men to collect water for their families. In addition, this study 
found that poverty hinders the Rajbangsi and Munda from spending money on safe drinking water purchases from the 
local markets. Besides, this research found that lack of education and knowledge regarding water pollution, ownership 
of water purification systems and traditional water management practices made the lives of Rajbangsi and Munda more 
vulnerable than the local communities. This study recommends the government of Bangladesh and non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) collaborate on improving community-centric safe drinking water infrastructures, such as placing 
water purifiers for marginalized indigenous communities. Moreover, to preserve tradition and local heritage such as 
community practices of rainwater harvesting to ensure their access to safe drinking water, especially on the southern 
coast of Bangladesh. 
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Abstract 
Bangladesh has built the Padma Multipurpose Bridge over the Padma River in recognition of the fact that 
the amenities it is associated with are crucial to the country's long-term development. This study tries to 
look into how the Padma Bridge in Bangladesh has been promoted in international media. The foreign 
news media's coverage of the Padma Bridge's opening is crucial due to the bridge's significance since it will 
show how the rest of the world sees Bangladesh's overall development. The main objective of the study is 
to evaluate and quantify global media coverage of the inauguration of the Padma Bridge on June 25, 2022, 
and more specifically how the opening of the Padma Bridge is perceived by the international media. To 
carry out the study through qualitative analysis, about 32 news stories from numerous internationally 
renowned newspapers and television programs aired from various angles were specifically picked. The 
study attempts to proceed with data collected from different international news media through purposive 
(Google Search Engine Customization) sampling from June 24th to 30th especially the 25th which is the 
inauguration date of Padma Bridge and the content analysis (textual) method is used to analyze the 
collected data under framing theory. Possibility and boldness of Bangladesh, Bangladesh as a role model, 
dream fulfillment, country’s ability, pride and opportunity for the country’s people are the most focused 
things in the selected reports which are found through analysis as a result of this study. Also, most of the 
international media shows the inauguration of Padma Bridge as a sign of the country’s overall development 
and courage to fulfillment of peoples’ dream. This study is important and effective because it helps us to 
understand how the various international media view and think about the inauguration of Padma Bridge as 
the nation's major infrastructural accomplishment. 
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Abstract 
The proclamation of ‘Digital Bangladesh by 2021’ has been showing signs of its gradual yet successful transition 
on both sides of the coin. To paint the perspective of the above, the ambitious proclamation aspired to establish 
feasible connectivity among its citizens together with ease of accessibility to information by digitalizing the 
system of governance, businesses, etc., attempting to rejuvenate Shonar Bangla (Golden Bengal). The edict was 
not estranged from the tenet of equal and opposite reaction as alongside the company of new endeavors also 
came adversities. The amity of the adversities infiltrated one of the basic principles of democracy as it impedes 
and intoxicates the fundamental right of freedom of speech and expression. The curtailing of such right is 
exercised as the embodiment of the National Cybersecurity Strategy, administered by polemic legislations like the 
Information Communication Act, 2006, which was repealed and replaced by the highly controversial Digital 
Security Act. The enactment of the latter statute raised concerns and has been repudiated and remonstrated as 
early as the seedling stage of the draft bill in 2017. The relinquished bill passed the parliamentary procedure and 
gained the status of law in October 2018. It is obvious, the march towards modern society is contingent on the 
internet. In those regards, the statutes were promulgated to realize or address the related offences and administer 
the security of cyberspace. However, it is remorseful that the statute inflicted more damage than good. Largely, 
the propositions of the Act transformed into the predator of fundamentally guaranteed rights of citizens. The 
predatorial transformation of the statute has been recognized and condemned by various human rights entities 
which resulted in its dismissal by such entities, correspondingly branding it draconian. Such rebuked statute is the 
ambit of this research. Furthermore, the constitutional inclusion of the phrase ‘subject to reasonable restrictions’ 
and the widely used maxim of statutory interpretation ut res magis valet quam pereat i.e., allowing a legislation to be 
operative rather than rendering it null are the only objective justifications shielding the murderous approach of 
the statute from being deemed ultra-vires. However, a student of the law must contemplate the reasonable 
restrictions imposable on the freedom of speech. Considering the above, this empirical qualitative study 
embarked to explore the Digital Security Act, its vires; its frequently used provisions; identify the inflicted and 
the inflictors; its adjectives; and procedures by expanding and expounding the language of the Act under the 
shade of primary and secondary data excavated from existing scholarly researches; relevant reports from various 
Ministries, governmental and non-governmental organizations; news and stare-decisis or reports of various cases 
inked in recognized law journals of Bangladesh such as DLR, BLC, etc. Through the course of this study, it has 
been consistently shown that the legislation frustrates the freedom of speech of the citizens of Bangladesh 
especially that of media personnel. Bangladesh being a 50-year young nation has lots to discover, rediscover, 
research, reiterate and adapt. Given the current social predicament and the recent amendment of the Evidence 
Act in August 2022 acknowledging the admissibility of digital records and coupling it with judicial presumption 
exponentially amplifies the essentiality of this study. The statute has just begun to germinate, and its 
uncompromising characteristic is already on full display. It can be seen from the course of this study that the 
statute focuses more to prosecute defamation, sedition encumbering freedom of speech. Moreover, the focus of 
this study has been left unattended far beyond its due and not much work exists. Therefore, this study attempts 
to bridge such void and reality check the enactment. 
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Abstract 
Between 2020 and 2021, over 90 lakh people in Bangladesh joined social media. In Bangladesh, there are 45 
million users of social media. Online bullying is also on the rise. Only if something deviates somewhat from 
the norm or does not adhere to societal norms is it considered trolling. This study aims to investigate the 
prevalence and varieties of body shaming practiced via memes in Bangladesh, to explain the motivations 
behind body shaming via memes, and to identify the communities that are most affected by body shaming. 
It also seeks to determine the medium used for body shaming and the effect that trolling has on people's 
minds and spirits. Both qualitative and quantitative methodologies have been used in the research, which 
has chosen a mixed-methods approach. Five Facebook pages were selected using purposive random 
sampling method and data collected from 1st October, 2021 to 30th September, 2022 in those pages which 
were shared or uploaded. Content analysis method was applied to collect data, basically text, images, and 
videos were analyzed. In Qualitative part FGD and KII have been used in this study. There are 20 students 
participated in FGD from different universities and 5 experts attended in KII from various field (Lawyer, 
Social Media expert, Psychologist and Human Rights worker). The results indicate that, if anything does 
not fit their viewpoint, people on Facebook can be observed talking critically about it. On Facebook, users 
not only criticize others but even themselves. In the Bangladeshi environment, more comments about size, 
height, masculinity, and skin tone were heard. Social media body shaming is especially prevalent for girls. 
Boys' posts about body shame receive more views. Transgender people have also reported being harassed. 
On social media, memes are frequently shared by users with the intention of going viral. To get money, 
many individuals make memes. The biggest cause of body shaming on social media is ignorance about 
online etiquette. People who experience body shaming often begin to detest themselves. Currently, body 
shaming is a popular trend on social media and is done in a variety of ways. People circulate body-shaming-
related memes to appear cool in the eyes of others, to elicit more likes, comments, or shares on social 
media, or simply to increase their chances of becoming viral. Many people like trolling others without 
considering the consequences of doing so. Not just girls, but also boys and transgender people have been 
shown to be the targets of body-shaming memes. Whereas girls were thought to be the primary victims, the 
majority of the viral content featured boys or men as opposed to girls. Things like losing confidence, falling 
into despair, and developing an inferiority complex have been observed as a result of body shaming 
through memes. The study's conclusions showed that by raising individual knowledge and providing proper 
education about internet usage and the legislation, it is possible to stop the body-shaming trend on 
Facebook. 
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Abstract 
The socioeconomic condition of coastal communities of Bangladesh is affected and experienced multi-
dimensional problems due to the drastic effect of climate change and natural disasters. Though a 
considerable number of studies have been performed on climate change-induced vulnerability, it is 
indispensable to explore how the consequence of climatic change creates a location-specific crisis, especially 
for coastal people. Hence, this study aims to provide a comprehensive analysis by empirically investigating 
the factors affecting climate change-triggered socioeconomic vulnerability in Southern coastal belt of 
Bangladesh. We employed a systematic random sampling technique and selected 939 respondents from 
four environmentally hazardous coastal districts: Khulna, Bagerhat, Satkhira and Barguna. Constructing 
four vulnerability indices (i.e., sociodemographic, physical, economic, and overall vulnerability indices) and 
applying Ordinary Least Square (OLS) approach, results demonstrated that coastal residents have stayed in 
their present locality for approximately 40 years despite the risks of extreme weather events and around 
over 58% of the households started alternative economic activities in difficult situations in last five years. 
Age of the respondents, the effect of changing living places since birth due to disasters and sending income 
of households’ other members from elsewhere is statistically significant to the respondents’ overall 
vulnerability. It further depicted that large and extended families faced higher sociodemographic 
vulnerability than small families. The main factors contributing to lowering sociodemographic vulnerability 
are the number of interactions with socially influential person(s), being updated regarding weather 
information, and receiving an early warning before a hazard. Additionally, decreased number of 
earning/productive days, production loss, long distance of nearest safe shelter (cyclone shelter) from the 
household, longer summer, and irregularity of rainy seasons intensified physical vulnerability of that region 
statistically, while increased number of interactions with the political leader(s) and receiving an early 
warning before a hazard made a substantial impact in lowering physical vulnerability. Furthermore, having 
several dependent members and production loss positively impacted economic vulnerability, while the 
effect of being updated regarding weather information made households economically less vulnerable. As a 
whole, factors including household size, number of dependent members, and decreased number of 
earning/productive days had a positive effect, and factors such as- religion, schooling years, household 
head, sending income of households’ other members from elsewhere, increased number of interactions 
with influential social person(s), being updated regarding weather information, receiving an early warning 
before a hazard had an inverse impact on the respondents’ overall vulnerability. We call on policymakers 
and stakeholders to invest in improving early warning systems to disseminate weather-related information, 
reduce political nepotism and make sufficient cyclone shelters for people living in specific areas. Efforts 
should be made to diversify rural income and occupational skills. 
 
Keywords: Climate change, disasters, socioeconomic vulnerability, coastal, Bangladesh 
 
*Corresponding author’s email: <onifahmida@econ.ku.ac.bd>  



 

                      Social Science School, Khulna University 

                     1st International Conference on Social Science Issues 
 

14 

Nexus between Migration and Women Empowerment: A Systematic 
Literature Review 

 

Nishad Nasrin1* Mohammed Ziaul Haider1 Md. Nasif Ahsan1 
 

1Economics Discipline, Social Science School, Khulna University, Khulna, Bangladesh 
 

ICSSI: 23/39                                                                         Track 9: Cross-cutting issues in Social Sciences 
Abstract submitted: December 25, 2022                                                                    Abstract accepted: January 09, 2023 

 
Abstract 
This study investigates the dynamics between migration and women empowerment based on existing 
literature on migration, gender, and women empowerment. This review paper considers Scopus journal 
articles published between 2018 and 2022. Initially, the Scopus database was retrieved using the Boolean 
approach and then systematically screened out 11 pieces of articles for final review. Methodologically, this 
paper adopted PRISMA method for conducting the literature review. How migration stimulates or 
encounters women empowerment – is the prime concern of this study. To explore the effects, this study 
has found two different attributes, including left-behind women’s perspective and women as a migrant 
perspective. In the literature, the gender dimension of migration is generally replicated by women 
empowerment. It is argued that men’s migration enables left-behind women to enjoy empowerment 
through performing their responsibility along with the left-behind duties and responsibilities of their men. 
The migration of men is altering the gendered roles in the household. Specifically in developing countries 
like Bangladesh, men are used to migrating due to severe climatic and environmental shocks, and women 
are left behind back home. Contemporary researchers argue that the migration of males, specifically the 
husband from the household, stimulates women empowerment which they did not enjoy previously. The 
study suggests that women’s autonomy in decision-making, freedom, workload, restrictions, and stress due 
to men’s migration from the household should pay more research attention to examining the flip-of-the-
coin effects of migration on gender and women empowerment. 
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Abstract 
In fact, the modern, global economy requires the full development of digital communication, 
transportation, water, energy, waste management, and other infrastructure. There are several opportunities 
for Bangladesh's development made possible by the Padma Bridge. In 2030, Bangladesh will have fulfilled 
all of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) requirements. By exploiting the excellent connection 
provided by the Padma Bridge, Bangladesh will find it simple to achieve the SDG target. This study aims to 
determine how the global media covered the SDGs' (Sustainable Development Goals) marketing in 
Bangladesh via the Padma Bridge. After overcome several obstacles, Bengalis' desire to use their own 
money is set to become a reality. In this study, both qualitative and quantitative methods were used. The 
first stage was using purposeful random selection to gather information on the Padma Multipurpose 
Bridge's opening from June 25 to July 25, 2022, from the usual worldwide media and TV networks. The 
information coverage of a number of news sources from various countries was subsequently investigated 
through textual analysis utilizing the content analysis approach. To ascertain how the Padma Bridge affects 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) goal mainly in this part the data has been collected from 
secondary sources. Such as newspaper stories, expert comments, research papers on the Padma Bridge, 
government reports, Bangladesh Planning commission, and finance ministry records have all been analyzed. 
The data show that the Padma Bridge, which showcases Bangladesh's financial potential, is given a lot of 
weight in the international media. 32 foreign media sources have covered the Padma Bridge's inauguration 
from a range of social and economic development angles. The Padma Bridge will contribute to a 29% 
increase in Bangladesh's development industry, a 9.5% increase in agricultural output, an 8% increase in the 
industrial and transportation sectors, and a 0.84% annual decrease in poverty. By the year 2041, Bangladesh 
hopes to be a prosperous, ecologically friendly, and socially inclusive monarchy. The Padma Bridge will 
facilitate the development of new rail networks, improve connectivity, and expand global trade. Through 
this Bridge, the enchantment of people's lifestyles and subsistence abilities is made possible in a significant 
way. The UN's SDGs will be more likely to be achieved by 2030 as a result of the bridge. The typical 
poverty rate in the country is expected to fall as a result of the opening of the Padma Bridge, according to 
economists. They predicted that if the environment for communication and exchange is enhanced, the local 
poverty rate will decrease by around 1% annually while the national poverty rate will decrease by 0.84% 
annually. As a result, the earnings of our people will rise. 
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Abstract 
Bangladesh today hosts the biggest refugee camp in the world. It became so suddenly and brutally. Five 
years have passed since the Rohingya refugee influx in August, 2017.  Bangladesh is currently hosting 1.2 
million Rohingya refugees in 34 camps in its southern district of Cox’s Bazar. This massive influx of 
refugees had multi-dimensional impacts on Bangladesh. This study tries to identify the role of Media for 
initiating way for solution of Rohingya Crisis and To find out the major obstacles of Rohingya crisis 
problem and present position of Bangladesh in Rohingya issues. It also identify the initiatives of the 
stakeholders India, China and UN to solve Rohingya crisis issue permanently. This studies uses agenda 
settings theories and elite theories to identify the roots causes and the path of solution to solve the 
problem. The study applies a qualitative and quantitative method to analyse the impact of the Rohingya 
refugees and make a solution for Rohingya Repatriation. For these, here used content analysis on 
newspaper, news articles and research articles and In-depth interview. In the primary stage, data has been 
collect from 3 newspapers and 2 online news portal for 3 months January February and march in 2022, 
articles, seminars, government data, International organization and NGOs data. Then collect information 
from in-depth interview on the Rohingya related issue of 3 person among them two are journalists and one 
editor. Then content analysis method has been apply to examine the news treatment and all collective data 
to make the solution of Rohingya repatriation. The finding that indicates pan-Indian leadership of India 
and China, sensitive Northeast, political disposition, geopolitical interest and Indian foreign policy, access 
to Indian ocean, energy security, economic development and co-operation, infrastructure, obtaining access 
to gas and oil, the genesis of UN and power centralism, failure of R2P Assembly are the reason of for why 
Rohingya repatriation is stopped. Analysing Bangladeshi media, it seen that 75% news To solve Rohingya 
repatriation media can play a vital role. For these they find out the major obstacles of Rohingya crisis 
problem, present situation of Bangladesh and what are thinking Pan- Asian leader countries and UN about 
these issues. 
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Abstract 
A career is primarily the sequence and variety of paid and unpaid work roles that individuals undertake 
throughout their lives; however, it is also the construct that enables individuals to make sense of valued 
work opportunities and how their work roles relate to their larger life roles. Here, journalism is a vital 
profession in any society and it is the practice of investigating and reporting on newsworthy human-interest 
events as they occur in the mass media. The purpose of this study was to examine the career choices of 
Mass Communication and Journalism (MCJ) students at public universities in Bangladesh. The main goal 
was to identify the most popular professions among MCJ students in Bangladesh as well as to determine 
the factors that influence MCJ students to choose their careers. The data of this study was collected 
through a google form online survey using a structured questionnaire as well as the data collection started 
from 1st March to 31st March 2022. The whole population size of this study was 2800 among 10 
University’s MCJ departments in Bangladesh. A total number of 300 respondents were selected randomly 
and were sent questionnaires through email, and social media (messenger, WhatsApp) using Google form.  
Among them, 220 respondents responded properly (Using the Yemane formula and its margin of error is 
0.067). The findings of the study reveal that most of the participant’s preferred jobs are Civil Service 
(33.2%), Journalism (15.5%), Communication (11.8%), and foreign employment profession (8.6%) while 
self passion, serving humanity, social status, work safety, and lucrative salary are key factors which motivate 
them to pursue their career choice. The study also finds that in the Journalism profession, the majority of 
students want to work in electronic media while crime beat, international beat, and sports beat are their 
most preferred work areas. Moreover, this study shows that journalism is a very challenging profession with 
less job security, low pay, and a poor working environment in Bangladesh. Career choice is a very 
important factor for any student. The future of students depends on their actual career plans. In this study, 
most MCJ students want to pursue a career as civil service officers. Although, the Bangladesh government 
has invested much money to boost the journalism sector to serve the nation and its people a few MCJ 
students are interested in media-related jobs. 
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Abstract 
Academic achievement – the ability to gain knowledge and skills developed in educational institutions, and 
it is often designated by test scores or by marks – is influenced by a wide range of factors, including 
personal characteristics, socioeconomic status, features of educational institutions, and attributes of 
teaching and teachers. In Bangladesh, plenty of studies substantiate the importance of personal 
characteristics, socioeconomic status, and features of educational institutions in explaining academic 
achievement. However, to the best of our knowledge, there is a vacuum in exploring the impact of 
attributes of teaching on academic achievement. This study was, therefore, designed to identify the factor 
structure to construct attributes of effective teaching (AET) inventory and assess its impact on the 
academic achievement of secondary students. Following a multi-stage cluster random sampling, data were 
collected from 585 secondary students from 37 schools in rural and urban areas of Khulna district, 
Bangladesh. A pre-tested self-reported semi-structured questionnaire (SRQ), containing questions on 
personal and socioeconomic status and 60 five-point Likert-scale items on AET, was used to collect the 
data from secondary students. Findings suggest that with a mean age of 14.3 years (SD ± 1.20), more than 
half of the participants were female (59.1%) and Muslim (67.9%), and their average grade point average 
(GPA) was 3.8 (SD ± 0.91). The execution of exploratory factor analysis (EFA) on 60 Likert-scale items 
suggests a four-factor solution explaining 47% of the total variance, where personal qualities (Cronbach’s α 
= 0.928), student evaluation (Cronbach’s α = 0.919), instruction delivery (Cronbach’s α = 0.789) and class 
management and operation (Cronbach’s α = 0.827) explained 36.4%, 4.7%, 3.2%, and 2.9%, respectively. 
The overall internal consistency of AET was 0.962. The results of binary logistic regression (BLR) show 
that among personal and socioeconomic factors, the academic achievement of secondary students was 
determined mainly by the individual’s sex, location of residence, parental education as well as paternal 
occupation. Among the four factors of AET, two domains, i.e., personal qualities and class management 
and operation, apparently influenced the academic success of students; however, the latter domain had a 
negative effect on educational attainment, suggesting students with authoritative teachers performed 
relatively poorly than the students with more liberal teachers. The government needs to arrange extensive 
regular training for teachers, irrespective of levels of education, to enhance their knowledge and expertise 
about the subject of interest and must monitor the progress of both teachers and pupils in academia, 
assuring the highest quality education provided by the former and gradual yet consistent improvement of 
the latter in competitive examinations. 
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Abstract 
The purpose of this study is to measure the militancy news coverage in the national dailies of Bangladesh. 
The content analysis method is used to get information. The purposive sampling technique is used in this 
study. Representation theory is applied here. A total of five famous dailies are taken as the sample in this 
study. Those are The Prothom Alo, The Daily Star, The Daily Ittefaq, The Daily Kaler Kantho, and The 
Daily Janakantha. Publications from 1st January 2019 to 31st December 2019 of these five dailies are 
included in this study. All sorts of militancy-related news are counted here which is analyzed using 
Microsoft Excel. This study unearths that a total of 377 pieces of militancy-related news is published in a 
year in the five dailies which are very poor compared to other news. Out of five dailies The Daily 
Janakantha publishes the highest news regarding this issue on the other hand the Daily Star has the lowest 
news on this issue. Here single columned news is 161; double-columned 143, triple columned 42, fourth 
columned 16, and 15 pieces are the fifth column. Pictures are used in 36.88% of news and the rest 63.12% 
of news are without pictures. Out of 377 pieces of news, 144 (38.20%) news are published on the first page, 
66 (17.51%) news are published on the last page and the rest 167 (44.30%) news are published on the inner 
pages. Here November has the highest coverage and August has the lowest coverage. The study also 
explores that most of the militant-related stories are presented fairly, systematically, and well-balanced but 
some stories are biased with the frame of politics and ideology. The study recommends that the daily 
newspapers of Bangladesh should increase the coverage of militancy news with more sincerity. 
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Abstract 
Intimate partner violence (IPV) generally refers to harmful behaviors, including physical aggression, 
psychological abuse, and sexual coercion, inflicted by intimate partners in home settings. Globally, it is one 
of the major forms of violence committed generally against women and female adolescents; thereby, a 
major public concern. During the outbreak of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), the rate of IPV 
increased significantly against female adolescents, particularly in regions where early marriage is an 
acceptable social practice. Like other countries, Bangladesh also witnessed a sharp rise in early marriage; 
however, the patterns, prevalence, and predictors of IPV in Bangladesh remained unexplored. Thus, this 
current study was designed to address the vacuum regarding patterns, prevalence, and predictors of IPV 
against early married female adolescents. This cross-sectional study was carried out in Dumuria Upazila 
(sub-district) under the Khulna district, where the highest number of early marriages occurred during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Using a semi-structured interview schedule, data were collected from 304 early 
married female adolescents following verbal assent from their guardians and written consent from the 
participants. Data were analyzed in three consecutive stages using IBM SPSS Statistics (Version 25) for 
windows: first, descriptive statistics (frequency and percentage) was used to present the sociodemographic 
information of the participants; second, three stepwise multiple regression models were executed to identify 
variables that significantly contributed to the equation; and finally, a hierarchical regression was performed 
that weighs the values of added independent variables in each block. Findings suggest that the participants, 
with an average age of 17.1 years of age (SD ± 1.42), were mostly from Muslim families (73.7%), and they 
were married off at the age of 15.3 years on average (SD ± 1.24), whereas the age gap between the 
participants and their spouses was 8.6 years, on average (SD ± 2.55). Findings also suggest that the 
prevalence of physical, sexual, and emotional IPV among the participants was 89.5%, 87.8%, and 93.7%, 
respectively, whereas 12.2% of the participants experienced severe physical IPV, while it was 9.9% for 
sexual IPV and 10.5% for emotional IPV. The three stepwise regression models identified age at marriage, 
the number of misconceptions, education and income of spouse, and the age gap between spouses, marital 
adjustment, and subjective happiness as statistically significant predictors. The hierarchical regression, 
however, specified that age at marriage, the age gap between spouses, marital adjustment, and subjective 
happiness were negatively associated with IPV. At the same time, the number of misconceptions was only 
positively related to growing IPV among early married female adolescents. Overall, this study shows that 
getting married at an extremely young age is linked to bad outcomes, such as IPV as well as 
misconceptions, even in cultures where early marriage is a social norm. In order to develop programs that 
address these vulnerabilities, further research is required to understand the mechanisms that make people 
get married in their early 20s and make them more susceptible to physio-psychological sufferings. 
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Abstract 
Approximately seventy percent of the populations around the globe reside in urban areas. Recently, the 
most prominent challenge for urban residents is establishing carbon-neutral and sustainable green cities 
worldwide. Even though Bangladesh is well renowned for its abundant green resources. In recent decades, 
the country's rapid population expansion and uncontrolled infrastructural development in cities have 
caused a major loss of urban green space. As a result, there are now significant environmental issues, such 
as increased urban heat and high demand for natural resources, particularly for food, water, and electricity. 
To create this type of green space in cities in Bangladesh rooftop gardening is a sustainable and affordable 
solution to mitigate many environmental problems and to make sustainable Green- cities. So this research 
assessed attitude and behavioral perceptions to know the social acceptance of the city dwellers of 
Bangladesh about the significance of Rooftop Gardens to make a sustainable green city. The nature of the 
study was descriptive and the study employed a quantitative approach with convenient sampling methods. 
The author didn’t get random access to the respondents so the author took the respondents who were 
easily convinced by social media. Out of the total participants of the study (n= 475), 51.6% were males and 
the rest 48.4 %were females, the data were collected through convinced respondents through an online 
Google form questionnaire survey covering city dwellers from 8 divisional city areas and district area in this 
8 divisions in Bangladesh. Data were first managed with SPSS and MS Excel tools and then analyzed by 
using descriptive such as percentage distribution and inferential statistics such as chi-square. Pearson’s chi-
square test was used to test the hypothesis. 67.4 % of respondents had positive attitude scores and the rest 
32.6 % had negative attitude scores which represent unwillingness. 30.9% of respondents had negative 
behavioral perceptions and the rest 69.1% respondents had positive behavioral perceptions toward rooftop 
gardening. This study found an association between attitude, Behavior with different socio-demographic 
factors e.g., sex (p< 0.05). This study also found a positive linear association between respondents' 
Attitudes and Behavioral perceptions toward the rooftop garden by applying the Co-relation coefficient. 
This study found that 32.6 % of the respondents still had negative attitude scores and 30.9% of 
respondents had negative behavioral perception scores. So effective policy measures and joint initiatives 
from the government and city municipalities can play crucial roles in enriching the acceptance of rooftop 
gardens of the respondents. 
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Abstract 
In today’s societies, extramarital relation is one of the common family problems in Bangladesh and it has a 
direct relation to the dissolution of marital bondage. An extramarital affair is one of the contributing factors 
to increasing the percentage of divorce, domestic violence, suicide, and other types of family disturbances 
in Dhaka City. In this study, extramarital affairs have been described as a romantic relationship that 
happens between a married person and someone other than the person's spouse. This study intends to 
explore the reasons behind the extramarital affair among married people in the Dhaka city and their 
relation to divorce. This study is descriptive research based on the information gathered through scanning 
books, journals, newspapers, and online papers which were published from 2010 to 2022. In total, 
seventeen articles were reviewed to get secondary data to attain the objective of this study. From the 
reviewed literature, it was identified that both married males and females were the units of analysis 
considering their legal marriage age. Exploratory Factor Analyses were used to identify the causes behind 
extramarital affairs. Moreover, to measure the association between extramarital affairs and divorce, the chi-
square test and binary logistic regression were used. After reviewing the literature, it is observed that in 
Bangladesh, divorce rate was increasing at an alarming rate over the past decades. In the Statistics of Dhaka 
City Corporation area, a total no. of 6,345 divorce notices were filed by the year 2020, among which 4,428 
were filed by wives and 1,917 filed by husbands. One of the remarkable causes of divorce by women in 
Bangladesh is the extramarital relationship of their husbands with a new woman. The total divorce amount 
was 52,000 between the years 2010-2016, among which 60% of people claimed extra-marital affairs as one 
of the prime factors for divorce, which was mentioned in the statistics of Dhaka City Corporation. Very 
little research has been carried out on extramarital affairs. After reviewing the past literature from the 
mentioned secondary sources, some common factors like early marriage (73%), addiction to social media 
(89%), pregnancy (32%), physical dissatisfaction (62%), detached relationship (78%), emotional 
disconnection (70%), disagreements on core values (56%), lack of common interest (62%), need of 
excitement (19%), personal gain (42%), property or other valuable accessories (16%) and career 
advancement (10%) were identified as the responsible factors for extramarital affairs which lead to divorce 
in Dhaka City. This study found that there is a close relationship between addiction to social media and 
extra-marital affairs which led to divorce. Research implications include the importance of assessing 
specific reasons behind extramarital affairs like emotional justifications and sexual involvement and it is 
recommended that maintaining strict religious values, lessening addiction to social media, effective 
communication between spouses, cooperative spirit, and empowering women are essential ways for 
reducing the rate of extra-marital affairs as well as divorce. Thus, the study can be a great attempt for the 
collaborators and policymakers and an endeavor to develop new thoughts and strategies in reducing 
coincidental divorce and resisting the degradation of moral and ethical values resulting from extra-marital 
affairs in the context of contemporary urban societies of Bangladesh. 
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Abstract 
YouTube is a medium of two-way communication; a variety of videos is being shared on social media every 
day. Users express a variety of comments below these videos that are not possible in mainstream media and 
that are a new trend in social media like YouTube and Facebook. Viewers are making various videos viral 
by commenting on social media and those videos are also becoming the focus of discussion at the national 
and international levels. The comments on social media by users play a crucial role in various aspects of 
society to uphold an issue that can be positive or negative. In this study, the comment has been investigated 
to understand the viewer’s option and ideology and their thinking. Active audience theory has been used as 
the theoretical framework of the study and the study has been conducted by the discourse analysis method. 
As a sample of the qualitative research, a viral video is selected by purposive sampling from YouTube and 
the all comments (365) of the viewers have been taken that has been posted on YouTube comment box. 
The results of the study show that viewers have responded extensively to the viral video and the issues. The 
viewer has critically analyzed the insight of the issue in the video. Some comments are very informative 
which create a huge meaning for thinking and learning and show many unknown and hidden issue which is 
not in the videos. In the comment box, viewer posts some data visual evidence to prove their argument and 
sometimes share an information source. Most of the comments are Bangla words but many comments are 
English sentences and English words. There are memes, photos, data visual, screenshots, other video links, 
and Emoji which shows emotion like anger, and sarcasm in the comments. The word count of the video is 
an average of 1-3 words but the word count of the meaning comment is 10-20 words. Some viewers 
comment on the whole video, some comment on specific parts and issues, and some comment on 
irrelevant issues which are slang and meaningless words. Below the video, the light and deep nature of 
comments has been found in the comment box. Light comments are without information and explanation; 
use obscene or vulgar words, comment in fewer words, and comment on the nature of entertainment. On 
the other hand, Deep comments are constructive criticism in the comments, criticism of related stakeholder 
comments with information and explanations, and critical thought completed comments with reference. 
The intent of the great civic behavior has been noticed in the comments. Viewers play a very key role in 
social media for two-way communication and comment on some serious issues which turns into an 
important discourse for politics, economics, and society. It is very essential to understand comments and 
viewers' nature to prevent disinformation and misinformation as well as to positive use of social media as 
recently many rumors, hatred, and bullying have been seen in social media by comments. Those kinds of 
comments should be minimized to build a good society. 
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Abstract 
The southwestern coastal region of Bangladesh is extremely vulnerable to natural hazards due to global warming and 
climate change. Because of the economic instability caused by natural hazards, this research estimated the willingness to 
pay (WTP) for natural hazard insurance (NHI) in coastal communities. NHI is a microinsurance scheme, which is 
frequently referred to as an effective risk-coping mechanism to get financial assistance after natural hazards. In this 
research, the southwestern households were scrutinized with a hypothetical natural hazard insurance (NHI) proposal in 
correspondence to the developed countries to help them cope with monetary losses after natural hazards and 
contribute to the country’s economy. This WTP study has been conducted based on a primary dataset collected from 
three (03) villages of Bagerhat Sadar and Rampal upazilas, which are highly hazard-prone southwestern coastal areas 
and very close to the Pasur river and Mongla seaport. The authors randomly picked 120 sample households from 
mentioned areas. The double-bounded dichotomous choice (DBDC) contingent valuation method was applied to the 
dataset to estimate the WTP for NHI, considering three experimental bid values to be chosen as the NHI premium per 
month (i.e., an initial bid of BDT 300, a maximum bid of BDT 500, and a lower bid of BDT 200). The DBDC 
technique of contingent valuation is characteristically similar to a choice experiment, where the study’s outcome 
depends on the respondents’ opinions. Moreover, a logit analysis was performed to identify WTP’s probability and 
maximum likelihood, the Pearson goodness-of-fit test to estimate the chi-square (Χ^2) value, and Kendall’s tau-b (Τ_b) 
test to clarify the significance and association between WTP and fixed bids. This survey revealed that, on average, 73 
percent of coastal households experienced financial losses (i.e., damage to crops, fish and shrimp enclosures, integrated 
farms, and houses) yearly due to natural hazards. The DBDC strategy estimated that almost 67 percent (n=80) of the 
total households agreed to take such alternative financial support after a massive coastal hazard, and the mean WTP 
was approximately BDT 283. Amongst these households, 87.5 percent (n=70) were willing to pay for the initial bid 
value (BDT 300), of whom 27.5 percent were willing to pay both the initial bid and the maximum bid (BDT 500). The 
average probability of accepting any of the three proposed bid values was estimated at 35 percent of the total 
households. The Pearson goodness-of-fit test estimated a chi-square value of 5.29, which was statistically significant at a 
p-value of 0.01. The highest correlation coefficient value (0.837**) and level of significance (<0.001***) were obtained 
from Kendall’s tau-b test, which indicated that the initial bid value (BDT 300) and households’ WTP were strongly 
associated. The trial was an outstanding non-parametric evaluation and highly statistically significant. Moreover, a 
household’s occupation, income, financial losses are some other explanatory variables which were significantly 
associated with willingness to pay for NHI. Thus, this research recommends government and development agencies to 
implement such a microinsurance scheme as a post-hazard economic support for coastal victims. As a result, significant 
welfare might be achieved in the economy of southwestern coastal Bangladesh. However, due to the small sample size 
used in this study, it was not possible to specify what types or levels of natural hazards the NHI scheme might 
specifically cover. Accordingly, considering this research as a baseline, further study might administer a comprehensive 
survey covering more households in several hazard-prone areas of southwestern coastal Bangladesh to ensure the 
robustness of the study findings. 
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Abstract 
Education, especially higher education, is one of the key elements for assuring sustainable development by 
generating skilled manpower for economic and social welfare of a nation. However, the decision regarding 
a specific subject that would hone the skills through extensive knowledge sharing at tertiary levels as a 
complex process subject to multifaceted issues, including individual, social, financial, cultural as well as 
institutional. This review is particularly aimed to outline the institutional factors that help individuals to 
make decisions regarding a particular subject at university level. Using Boolean search method (subject OR 
course choice OR selection AND tertiary education OR higher education OR University, Institutional 
factors AND subject choice OR selection), 53 articles identified that matches the criteria set forth. After 
going through carefully the keywords and abstracts of the selected articles, finally 28 articles were identified, 
which were published between 2000 to 2019, that mainly focused on the institutional factors related to 
subject choice. Among the 28 articles, 25 articles used quantitative research approaches, while 2 followed 
qualitative research approaches, and in the remaining one mixed method was used. The average age of the 
participants was 18 years and the studies were in the context of both developed and developing countries. 
These studies used different quantitative (descriptive as well as inferential statistics) as well as qualitative 
(focus group discussing and in-depth interview) analytical techniques. It is apparent from the studies that 
for selecting a subject, institutional reputation or public image and its location, geographical proximity to 
home and information source, program and price related issues played a significant role. However, quality 
of education, university facilities and services include library facilities, computer laboratories, entertainment 
facilities, health services, access to lecturers through the internet, on-campus accommodation, and career 
guidance had the important and significant impact on the choice of subject of the students. This review 
identified that institutional factors had a great influence for the choice of subject at university; however, this 
research would help the policymakers to understand the actual scenario and causes of selecting different 
subject as well as how they can develop a skillful manpower by providing proper education in Bangladesh. 
The policy makers consider the institutional factors related with subject choice in designing their policies. 
The findings have implications for university positioning in a diversifying recruitment market, and for a 
reconsideration of reputation, marketing and recruitment strategy at institutional levels. 
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Abstract 
Investigative journalism is essential as it reveals corruption, crime, irregularities, and illegal conduct. During 
COVID-19, several notable investigative news exposed Bangladesh's failing health system. These reports 
indicate that the health sector is prevalent with corruption. In addition, numerous other types of crimes and 
corruption were committed as well. This study aimed to assess how investigative journalism was portrayed 
in Bangladeshi print media during the Coronavirus epidemic to evaluate the trend of investigative 
journalism. The study examined one month of published news stories during the beginning of the COVID-
19 outbreak in Bangladesh as crises are more newsworthy at their early stages. The Coronavirus reportedly 
made its first appearance in Bangladesh on March 8, 2020. Therefore, March 2020 was considered an 
appropriate month for the research. Data were collected from The Daily Star, Prothom Alo, and Samakal, 
and the criterion used in this instance is the newspaper's readership in the language category. Among 4,550 
news articles, all the published investigative news articles (N = 58) were selected purposively with several 
inclusion and exclusion criteria. Crude Reading and Direct Enquiry methods were used for the selection 
process. Content analysis method was used to examine the coverage, trend, and theme of the investigative 
reports. Two well-trained coders examined all articles to eliminate errors and biases. Each coder 
independently coded the news articles. Using Holsti's method, the reliability between coders was 0.92. A 
coding system was developed from a report on a worldwide assessment of news coverage by the press, 
radio, and television in 29 nations sponsored by UNESCO/IAMCR. A few modifications have been made 
to the coding sheet in the context of Bangladesh. Microsoft Excel and NVivo-11 were used for data 
analysis. The pilot study of 20 news assisted in evaluating and adjusting the framework, resulting in a final 
coding framework of 12 categories. The significant findings of this study revealed that the theme of crime 
(36.2%) and health-related (20.7%) issues had received the closest attention in investigative reports. Some 
investigation reports focused primarily on COVID-19-related issues, with medical equipment (41.6%) and 
hospital safety settings (25%) being the most often reported subjects. The study also found some notable 
discourses stating that investigative reporting has mostly cited government officials' information (39.2%) as 
a primary source. In addition, a substantial number of unnamed sources (58.9%) were also found in these 
reports. The investigative articles were mainly focused on urban-oriented issues (86.2%). However, this 
study primarily examined how investigative reporting content has been portrayed in Bangladesh's print 
media during the coronavirus outbreak. This study recommends that the practice of investigative 
journalism should be emphasized in both rural and urban-oriented voices. Unnecessary use of unnamed 
sources should also be minimized. Though crime and health-related issues are frequently cited in these 
reports, there have been no adequate reports on corruption or peripheral issues. Further studies can assess 
the quality of the investigative reports through textual analysis carried out over a more extended period. 
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Abstract 
Out-of-Pocket payment (OOP) is the main financing option to pay for health care in Bangladesh. Except 
for war-torn Afghanistan, Bangladeshi healthcare receivers must pay the highest OOP in South Asia. 
Excessive OOP pushes them into financial catastrophe and the resultant impoverishment. This review aims 
to categorize the incidence of CHE in Bangladesh with the socio-ecological model. The review followed 
Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analysis guidelines. Of the 790 documents 
screened, 15 met the inclusion criteria for this review. Following the critical appraisal guideline of Crombie, 
the selected full-text articles were assessed. Fifty percent of the included documents used the Household 
Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) data. Rather than any specific disease, the secondary data-based 
works concentrated on the incidence of CHE as a whole. Articles on specific diseases used primary data. 
Regarding communicable diseases, two papers focused on measles and rotavirus. In the case of Non-
communicable Diseases (NCDs), one paper concentrated on NCDs, and the other two focused on spinal 
cord injury and chronic liver disease. Due to their chronic nature, NCDs such as cancer, cardiovascular 
disease, respiratory diseases, or genitourinary disease as kidney failure and diabetes require long-term care. 
While curative care for NCDs is much more expensive, have a higher impoverishment impact than 
communicable diseases. The selected articles were quantitative. The studies primarily analyzed the 
socioeconomic aspects of CHE from the receiving end. Conversely, the supply-side factors of CHE are not 
so common in the selected literature. As proposed in the socio-ecological model, health behavior is molded 
by several individual, organizational, community, and policy-level factors. The selected papers analyzed the 
factors of CHE mainly from the individual level and, to some extent community level. Nevertheless, the 
considered articles' organizational and policy level factors are rare.  As the articles used quantitative analysis, 
we are getting the figures only but fail to sketch the vulnerability of CHE. Each CHE incidence has 
different reasons and different outcomes. We have to go with those case-specific studies. Without the 
opinion of the key informants, no policy could be proposed. Hence, a qualitative study on CHE is required 
to capture the vulnerabilities and formulate effective policy accordingly. Moreover, the study of CHE 
incidence on NCDs from the perspective of Bangladesh is a dearth in the existing literature. Financial 
protection against CHE is one of the targets of sustainable development goal 3 and a tool to achieve 
universal health coverage (UHC). To achieve the UHC, the WHO proposed a rights-based approach to 
health where every health intervention will follow the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
other international human rights treaties. Each country will formulate its policy and enact laws considering 
its requirements. However, the organizational and policy aspects have rarely been incorporated into the 
existing literature on CHE. Only the quantification of CHE could not bring about any effective solution. 
Instead, we have to screen out the individual, organizational, community, and policy-level shortfalls from 
the perspective of caregivers and care receivers in health care delivery that are pushing our people into 
financial catastrophe. 
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Abstract 
Bangladesh is an emerging economy in South Asia that is making strides in economic growth and 
development. The country was a strong performer in the previous Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). Attaining the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030 would require Bangladesh to 
attain breakthroughs in aspects such as policy, strategy, and transparency. Data on SDG indicators were 
collected from the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) database, the World Bank, and the Household 
Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) of the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics. This paper uses descriptive 
statistics to show the performance trend in attaining the SDG indicators from 2000 to 2020. Tables and 
graphs were used for better visualization. Achieving these goals requires not only regional efforts but also 
global collaborations. Bangladesh has achieved various socio-economic and human development objectives 
in the last two decades. There are three criteria on which implementation of the SDG goals in Bangladesh 
can be divided. First, there are goals that Bangladesh has already made progress in, such as SDGs 1 (zero 
poverty), 3 (good health), 4 (quality education), 7 (clean energy), and 8 (decent work and economic growth). 
It is well placed to achieve some of these SDG targets by 2030. There is ongoing progress on implementing 
SDGs 2 (zero hunger), 5 (gender equality), 6 (clean water and sanitation), 9 (industry, innovation, and 
infrastructure), 11 (sustainable cities), and 17 (partnership for the goals). More effort is needed to achieve 
these goals. Finally, there are goals where Bangladesh is not performing well. For instance, for SDGs 10 
(reduced inequalities), 12 (responsible production and consumption), 13 (climate action), 14 (life below 
water), 15 (life on land), and 16 (peace, justice, and strong institutions) Bangladesh has not made notable 
progress. Therefore, Bangladesh should reform its policies to be more favorable for SDG implementation. 
Desired policies may include localization of the SDGs to devise local solutions together with resource 
mobilization for practical technology transfer; and effective environmental policies to attain environmental 
sustainability. 
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Abstract 
Food behaviors in autistic children are poorly understood but tend to be more severe and long-lasting. The 
link between autism and autistic children's eating habits has lately been examined in the United States and 
Europe. But there have been few studies on the subject in Asian countries. The main objective of our study 
was to identify the various mealtime issues faced by autistic children. In addition, this study explores how 
factors like family history (parents' blood type incompatibility, inheritance), the length of the pregnancy, the 
mother's mental health, and her age at the time of conception may affect the baby's development and 
increase the risk of autism. Participants in this study were 120, with 58 children in the case group (children 
with autism) and 62 children in the control group (children without autism). We used the purposive 
sampling method of an informant-based questionnaire to survey parents with children aged 2–12 years. 
Children with autism were selected from two different autistic organizations, namely: SWAC (Society for 
the Welfare of Autistic Children) and the Angel Foundation for Children with Special Needs. Data were 
analyzed through univariate methods, descriptive statistics, and Pearson’s Chi-square (χ2) test. Also, an 
unadjusted odds ratio with 95% confidence interval (CI) was used to define the various predictors of 
mealtime challenges. Data was entered and analyzed using SPSS. In the autism group, approximately 60% 
of children have different types of mealtime challenges; 20.8% of the children were prematurely born; and 
around 77% of mothers experienced mental health issues during pregnancy. Almost 32% of the children in 
the autism group had family members who also had ASD; 15.8% of the children’s parents had blood type 
incompatibility; and 74.9% of these children belonged to the nuclear family. Children with autism 
(OR=6.864, CI=2.924-16.112, p <0.001) became more hyper when consuming carbohydrates compared to 
children without autism. Study results indicated that children with autism face noticeably greater difficulties 
during meals than children without autism. Our study demonstrated the value of screening for the typical 
mealtime difficulties that children with ASD usually experience. Additionally, compared to other kids 
residing in the same social context, kids with ASD experienced much more issues during meals. Revolt over 
unfamiliar food was the most common of the numerous eating and mealtime behaviors observed in 
children with ASD. This study tried to correlate a mother’s prenatal history with ASD and found that PMH 
(perinatal mental health) and early delivery play a vital role in triggering the risk of developing ASD in 
children. Since pregnancy is the most critical time for any woman, it is recommended that mental well-
being, proper diagnostic care, and dietary supplements be utilized to maintain a progressive balance in the 
prenatal period to lower the risk of early delivery and developing ASD. In addition, autism should be 
diagnosed as soon as possible so that appropriate training (via promotion or prevention), a dietary regimen, 
and a healthy environment can be provided to the child at a young age to improve their quality of life. 
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Abstract 
Purdah and microfinance are the most debatable topic regarding women’s empowerment through 
preventing mobility restriction, especially for Bangladeshi women. Most women are being tortured by male 
family members who keep them detached from income-generating activities as they strictly follow the 
purdah norm.  The fundamental principle of this study was to explore women’s mobility and how the 
conservative purdah norm restricted women’s microfinance-based mobility beyond the home.  This study 
presented a semi-structured in-depth interview guide to collect data from 25 microfinance recipients, 
especially women and husbands of those women. The study area was Dumuria Upazila and Tala Upazila of 
Khulna Division in Bangladesh. Data were collected by snowball sampling and continued by the In-depth 
Interview method. The study used thematic analysis to reach its probable findings. The total microfinance 
recipient women and their husbands of Dumuria Upazila and Tala Upazila in Khulna division were the 
populations of the study. The population's selection criteria included the current microfinance borrowers 
who were associated with microfinance for at least five years and had a strong relationship with the Purdah 
norm. The duration of fieldwork was from 16 June 2022 to 16 July 2022. This study found the purdah 
norm as the practice of separating women from outside people by covering them with a veil, creating 
restrictions on the mobility of women and a kind of veil of shame. Findings indicated that the conservative 
Purdah norm bound women under a patriarchal society. Hence, they lacked access to microcredit for their 
self-development. But women’s mobility was also increased by the beneficiary steps of microfinance 
programs for some participants, not for all women. Findings also mentioned that Purdah restricted 
women’s participation in economic and social aspects as men were the leading authority of the society, and 
that’s why they could dominate women easily. The analysis found that most of the men in the rural area 
were less educated, hence they had many prejudices and did not understand the importance of their wives’ 
involvement with income-generating activities. The lack of proper corporation of microfinance-based 
institutions with the recipient women was also noted in this study. The study also found women’s culturally 
conservative perception about not working outside though they have access to money. From their primary 
socialization, they had acquired superstitions related to religious belief, making their mind more 
conservative about their mobility and purdah norm. Women’s cultural-conservative perspective, patriarchal 
domination, illiterate male family members and lack of monitoring of financial institutions on women’s 
access to microcredit made women detached from participating in their self-developmental activities by 
moving independently. This study suggested a way to track women’s proper use of microfinance loans for 
their true mobility and joint ownership of the loans; spread awareness about the positive use of the 
conservative purdah norm but not as the means of domination. Implementing transformative training 
programs with recipient households should be needed to make women aware of their rights buried behind 
their cultural conservativeness and religious superstitions. 
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Abstract 
Local government plays a vital contributor to different phases of disaster management. This study aims to 
assess the disaster management capabilities of local government in the south-west coastal area of 
Bangladesh. Local government is essential in reducing disaster vulnerability in rural areas. Vulnerable rural 
areas are mainly located in south-west coastal areas. The coastal region's geographical location is adjacent to 
the Bay of Bengal. This paper identifies the gaps in local government from the perspective of disaster 
management collaboration between policy and practice. The local government is a type of governmental 
functional body that consists of a small geographic area, such as a city, town, or rural area. Local 
government capabilities analysis is used to measure at the bottom level of local government (i.e., Union 
Parishad) in Bangladesh. Union Parishad building up institutional arrangements for effective and systematic 
disaster management in recent years. The subject has been approached using qualitative methods, i.e., case 
study, key informants interview, and focus group discussion were conducted to get the comprehensive 
status of disaster management capabilities of local government in south-west coastal area in Bangladesh. 
Key informants interviewed were chosen from the indirectly involved group, such persons from LGRD 
(Local Government, Rural Development and Co-operatives) officials, local elite persons, and different 
NGO staff. Focus group discussions conducted based on local government disaster management 
capabilities, directly involved or affected groups during natural disasters. Regarding data collection, Focus 
Group Discussions (FGDs) and key informants interview (KII) methods were applied to gain vital 
information and an in-depth understanding from the union disaster management committee and local 
vulnerable people in disaster. The study area conducted on in two disaster prone union (i.e. Padmapukur 
and Gabura ) of south-west coastal area in Shyamnagar upazila under Satkhira district in Bangladesh. 
Disaster management capabilities are used to examine local government capability indicators: institutional, 
human resources, policy, financial, technical, and leadership. This study's results indicate that in pre and 
during the disaster, local government is highly active. Very poor collaboration during the recovery and 
mitigation phases of disaster. The budget allocation factor is a prominent factor in strengthening local 
government capabilities. The actual implementation of local government disaster management policy: 
Standing Orders on Disaster (SOD) 2019 is far behind what they indicate. There has not been much 
empirical research on measuring local government disaster management capabilities in the south-west 
coastal area of Bangladesh. So, policymakers can gain comprehensive knowledge about this framework and 
implement it to its effective disaster management policy in the local government context. 
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Abstract 
Women of reproductive age (WRA) are more vulnerable to various forms of malnutrition and micronutrient 
deficiencies. Consumption of food with minimum diversity would be one of the main causes of micronutrient 
deficiency in women of reproductive age because of their demand for a range of micronutrients. Therefore, the 
objective of this study is to examine the dietary composition and nutritional adequacy among 15–49 years old 
women and investigate the factors affecting the diversity of their diet intake. This study used secondary data 
obtained from the Bangladesh Integrated Household Survey (BIHS) 2018-2019 of the International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI). The parent study covered 5,604 representative households across the seven 
administrative divisions in Bangladesh and collected detailed data on agricultural production and practices, 
dietary intake household members, and so on. However, the present study has determined 475 eligible 
respondent households out of 590 in the 11 districts of the Khulna division where women of reproductive age 
existed, and they consumed at least one food from the selected food baskets. Minimum Dietary Diversity scores 
for Women (MDD-W) have been calculated to scrutinize the food consumption patterns and describe 
micronutrient adequacy. MDD-W considers 10 possible food groups and collects dichotomous responses against 
each food group consumed over a 24-hour recall period with a cutoff point ≥5 of minimally adequate diet 
diversity. MDD-W is a popular proxy indicator for micronutrient adequacy, which hypothesizes a higher dietary 
diversity score is implied by higher micronutrient adequacy. Descriptive statistics are applied to calculate the 
MDD-W scores and multivariable linear regression is used to scrutinize the factors affecting the MDD-W. The 
study result shows that around 69 percent of the women had a minimum dietary diversity score of 5.97 (±0.95) 
i.e., consumed ≥5 food groups, wearers 17 percent of women consume a diverse diet, i.e., consumed more than 
six food groups (7.39±0.49) with greater nutrient adequacy. The mean MDD-W score is higher (6.04±0.95) for 
women who consume food from their own production than those who consume from purchasing and/or 
managed otherwise (5.88±0.93). As the staple food, almost all the respondents consume Foods made from 
cereals, roots, tubers, and plantain daily. Contrarily, Eggs and Vitamin A-rich fruits & vegetables are the least 
consumed food groups, only seven percent of WRA consumed them two to three days per week. The second 
most consumed food group is the dark green leafy vegetables, around 67 percent of women consume it three 
days per week. Similarly, fruits, other vegetables, flesh foods (meat, poultry, and fish), and pulses are consumed 
by 64 percent, 55 percent, 36 percent, and 26 percent of women respectively by purchasing. Furthermore, the 
multivariate regression analysis indicates that the education level, number of WRA in the household, and religion 
had positive and significant effects on MDD-W. Whereas household access to off-farm income had a significant 
negative effect on women’s dietary intake. The study results show that women in the study areas consume more 
diversified diets which are the major sources of vitamins and micronutrients. Therefore, it is recommended that 
diversifying agricultural production, particularly food crops can improve the quality of dietary intake, and 
potentially raise the adequacy of nutrients that will address micronutrient deficiencies in women of reproductive 
age. 
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Abstract 
Social media has begun to influence the outcome of political events and practices in Bangladesh, as well as 
elsewhere in the world. Facebook is considered one of the biggest social media platforms for election 
campaigns. Politicians and political groups engage and interact freely and exchange views and information 
with one another by using a multimedia blend of Facebook content to grab the voter’s attention. This study 
aims to determine how Facebook is utilized as a platform for political campaigns in the local government 
election. The study has followed both quantitative and qualitative approaches using content analysis and 
Key Informant Interview (KII) methods for data collection. Content has been collected from 16th 
December 2021 to 15th January 2022 as 16th December was the announcing date of the election campaign 
and 15th January was the closing date of the campaigns in Narayanganj City Corporation Election. Content 
has been analysed under four major coding - i. Category of Content, ii. Content Share, iii. Content Reaction 
and iv. Public Comment. This study also used Key Informant Interview (KII). The researcher interviewed 
five key person who were involved with Facebook campaign in Narayanganj City Corporation Election. 
This study revealed that photo content (53%) has mostly been posted on candidates’ Facebook pages for 
election campaigns even though video contents have received the most public shares which is about 47%. 
It also demonstrated that the majority of public comments on the Facebook platform are generally positive 
which is 90%. Key informant interviews also indicate that candidates’ perceptions and attitudes about the 
Facebook campaign are quite optimistic. The interviewees believe that social media engages more people 
more rapidly and affordably than traditional methods of campaigning. However, social media platforms are 
believed to play a key role in persuading voters, particularly the young generation and it engages more 
people rapidly at a minimal cost. Overall, it is positively associated with an individual’s voting behaviour. 
Political parties should concentrate more on social media platforms and share more campaign-related 
content on these platforms. 
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Abstract 
Donating blood demonstrates human kindness. However, the meaning of "blood" changes depending on 
one's beliefs and culture. Anthropologists are, therefore, interested in how different people understand the 
meaning of blood donation. Literature suggests that someone in Bangladesh requires blood every 2 
seconds, and approximately 85.6 million people require blood annually for treatment. While there are a 
number of organizations involved in blood donation activities, there are limited awareness and activities in 
rural areas. In light of this, an effort has been made to investigate the blood donation behaviors of rural 
people in Bangladesh. This qualitative study is conducted in Nuruddinpur village at Sujanogor upazilla in 
Pabna district situated in west central Bangladesh. This study employs anthropological technique of in-
depth interview, expanded by Focused Group Discussion (FGD). We present findings from in-depth 
interviews conducted in 2022 that combined blood donors' and receivers' narratives and Focused Group 
Discussion (FGD) with mass people who have not received or donated blood to know the villager’s 
perceptions about blood donation. For in-depth interviews 30 males and 20 females are selected, while four 
Focused Group Discussions are conducted with a total of 26 villagers. Minimum of six respondents are 
there in a Focused Group Discussion (FGD). Purposive sampling is used to identify research participants 
and the research area in order to weigh up the demand for the natural development of relationships. Data 
analysis is carried out manually. Collected data are coded, and themes are identified for data analysis. This 
study reveals that there are cultural aspects to blood giving and receiving. Blood and blood donation has a 
variety of meanings that vary depending on the individual's role in donation. The majority of respondents 
believe that blood donation is a humanitarian task; however, the decision to donate blood is influenced by 
personal beliefs, social and religious ties, experiences, and, of course, gender. In addition to that, the study 
also reveals some stigmas associated with blood, which show a good and bad image of blood in relation to 
blood donation. Overall, this article contributes to a better understanding of the rural context of blood 
donation in Bangladesh. 
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Abstract 
Bangladesh is one of the most promising nations towards attaining SDGs. The United Nations adopted the 
Millennium Development Goals for the period 2000-2015. After the expiration of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) in 2015, the United Nations set a new 15-year goal by 2030. To meet this 
goal, 17 key goals were developed. Since the SDGs were announced in September 2015, Bangladeshi print 
media have covered SDG-related issues. This study aims to examine the treatment, mode and theme of 
SDGs-related editorials in Bangladeshi newspapers. Content analysis method has been applied to assess the 
coverage. Editorials (n=88) were collected from the two leading national newspapers in Bangladesh, The 
Daily Prothom Alo and The Daily Star, between April 1, 2022, and April 30, 2022, based on circulation and 
readership. A coding sheet has been developed to measure the coverage under 19 subcategories. These 
codings have been analyzed manually by two coders and NVivo-11 software has been used for the thematic 
analysis of the editorials. The findings revealed that SDG goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation has received 
the highest priority which is 13.64% whereas SDG goals: Affordable Energy, Gender Equality and Life on 
Land are the least covered area. It is also found that 37.50% of the entire editorials have been 
interpretatively written, 29.55% of the editorials evolve criticism of different policies and issues. 
Additionally, 50% of editorials have used proactive approach, 35% solutions-based editorials and 15% 
editorials represent opposing viewpoints. The most cited theme of these editorials are development, plan 
and action. However, newspaper coverage has a significant impact on the adoption and implementation of 
public policies like sustainable development goals. This study examines the extent to which the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) are reflected in Bangladeshi newspapers. 
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Abstract 
One blood donation can save up to three lives and the donors have health and social benefits as well. 
Disappointingly, supply of human blood is thwarting compared to its increasing demand in Bangladesh, 
various studies show. Here men are found to be the main blood donors, whereas women, although 
covering around half of country’s total population, have less participation in blood donation. To meet the 
gap in blood donation, several studies demonstrate that an equal participation of both the genders is 
required for continuous supply of blood. To address the issue, the present study tried to explore social and 
cultural basis behind less participation of women in blood donation in an urban setting (Rajshahi City 
Corporation) by following qualitative research approach. Criteria for selecting the respondents are women 
with eligible age (19- 60 years) of blood donation, their guardians (authority figure in household), 
community influential, medical staffs being responsible for collecting blood from women. We conducted a 
total of 30 In-depth interviews, distributed as 12 with women (06 married and 06 unmarried), 12 with their 
guardians (06 husbands and 06 fathers), 03 with community influential, 03 with blood collecting staffs), 04 
Focused Group Discussions (01 with married women, 01 with unmarried women, 01 with father of 
unmarried women, and 01 with husband of married women), Ethnographic Interview (EI) in blood 
donation setting to observe and understand interaction between women donors and blood collection staffs, 
including veiling issue. Analyzing the findings, we argue that less participation of women in blood donation 
is inherently rooted in diverse social and cultural reasoning, which lies on three broad categorization: image 
of woman’s body and blood and gender ideology and stereotype. So, formulating a realistic policy and 
programmatic design to scale up the blood donation should be required to pay much attention on socio-
cultural reasoning behind women’s less participation in blood donation. 
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Abstract 
Childhood malnutrition is a global public health concern as it contributes to impaired physical and mental 
growth and is a substantial cause of childhood morbidity and mortality. To evaluate the evidence about 
under-five child’s nutritional status in Bangladesh and the related determinants, we conducted a systematic 
review. Two electronic databases (PubMed and Scopus) were searched for articles describing the nutritional 
status of under-five children by wasting, stunting, and underweight in Bangladesh and published between 
January 2010 and October 2022 in English. To estimate any trends over the previous decades, this thirteen-
year window was deemed to be a suitable cutoff. The key search terms were ‘nutritional status’, ‘stunting’, 
‘wasting’, ‘underweight’, ‘malnutrition’ ‘under-five children’, and ‘Bangladesh’. Any study that described 
under-five child nutritional status beyond Bangladesh was excluded because the socioeconomic, cultural, 
and environmental setup may vary across countries and influence the study findings. The search yielded 
196 articles (132 articles from PubMed and 64 articles from Scopus), of which 48 duplicate studies were 
verified manually and were removed. The potential articles were extracted using a three-step process. A 
total of 148 retrieved articles were filtered by the title at first and then by abstract. After that, we reviewed 
the full article and included it in the review if the abstracts were deemed pertinent to the nutritional status 
of children under the age of five in Bangladesh. Of these, 34 articles finally met all the inclusion criteria. 
The final synthesis of 34 studies resulted in nine analytical sub-themes under two major themes: (1) 
nutritional status- i) prevalence of stunting, ii) prevalence of wasting, iii) prevalence of underweight, (2) 
influencing factors of wasting, stunting, and underweight- iv) demographic factors, v) socioeconomic 
factors, vi) sociocultural factors, vii) household factors, viii) environmental and geographical factors, ix) 
health-related factors. Findings revealed that the prevalence of child malnutrition varied from 12 percent to 
49 percent for stunting, 3 percent to 16 percent for wasting, and 8 percent to 40 percent for underweight. 
Besides, significant variations in nutritional status by wasting, stunting, and underweight exist according to 
geographical regions, place of residence, living environment, child age, child gender, birth order, birth 
interval, mother’s age of first birth, number of children in family, low birth weight, place of delivery, 
parental education, parental occupation, household wealth, household food security, water facility, toilet 
facility, breast-feeding practice, and exposure to mass media. So it is crucial to develop and execute region-
specific policies to curb the mortality and morbidity of under-five children in Bangladesh which will 
contribute to achieving Sustainable Development Goal (SDGs) 3’s target 3.2 which aims to end all 
preventable death under five years of age. 
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Abstract 
The purpose of the study is to assess the effect of Agricultural Field Schooling (AFS) on the environmental 
literacy and farming knowledge of the rural paddy farmers at Dumuria Upazila in Khulna district, 
Bangladesh. Applying the random sampling method, the cross-sectional data of 120 farmers, 65 from the 
village Chari Jialtala (treatment) and 55 from the village Balabunia (control), were collected using the 
structural questionnaire. The level of environmental literacy of the paddy farmers was estimated using an 
environmental literacy index. An Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression model was used to identify 
factors influencing environmental literacy. The findings show that the mean environmental literacy score of 
the treatment and control farmers are 93.73 and 83.72, respectively. Comparatively, a significant number of 
farmers from the treatment village practice environmental-friendly farming activities, such as IPM, use of 
dung, and weeding. Also, most of them are accustomed to wearing head and musk throughout the spray to 
safeguard their health. Nevertheless, results demonstrate no significant differences in using the quantity of 
fertilizers between the groups. In addition to this, they both use less fertilizer than recommended but use 
varieties of fertilizer. The mean production level of the treatment and control farmers are 162.74 and 
136.48 maunds per hectare, respectively. The findings of this study would be more initiative and supportive 
for Government and different NGOs taking additive strategies in environment-friendly agricultural 
activities and rural economic development in Bangladesh. 
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Abstract 
One of the most important forces that can significantly enhance the economy, advance the growth process, 
produce trained workers, enlighten society, formulate policies based on research is higher education. Therefore, it 
is vital for any nation to improve its higher education system. Generally, Public and Private Universities offer 
higher education in Bangladesh. There are now about 4.1 million students enrolled in various higher education 
institutions in Bangladesh, with roughly 3 million of them attending National University (NU). Since NU offers 
over 70% of the higher education in Bangladesh, it merits the attention of the scholars who can help developing 
policy. Bangladesh must prioritize "Quality Education" if it is to implement SDG4 and will become a high-
income country by 2041. The objective of the current study is to understand the issues and challenges associated 
with providing excellent education in the institutions affiliated with NU. Three government colleges from urban 
setting and three non-government colleges from rural setting in two districts of Khulna division have been 
selected as study area for the present study. Data have been collected utilizing a standardized questionnaire and 
interview schedules in both a qualitative and quantitative manner. For qualitative data collection KII (n=14), 
FGD (n=06) and IDI (n=24) have been used as key tools. For selection of KII sample, academicians are chosen 
who have been working for at least five years in that institution from Arts, Science or Commerce faculty. Current 
students studying in third year or fourth year in any department of three faculties have been included in FGD. 
Graduates belonging to respective colleges in the study area have been chosen as IDI respondents who have 
been working in different professional sectors in the country. For conducting survey, the sample size was 230 
including, students, teachers and ex-graduates of study area. In both phases of data collection, purposive 
sampling technique has been used. Through this study, challenges for ensuring quality education are identified, 
including a large number of students compared to a small number of teachers, poor infrastructure, a lack of 
sufficient lab and library facilities, a lack of a strong monitoring system, a weak evaluation system, a lack of a 
strong entry process for students, and others. For instance, it was revealed that in Govt. Brojo Lal College, a 
prestigious and historic educational institution in Khulna division, one classroom had been designated for most 
of the departments for conducting four-year honors program and one-year Master's program and there were 183 
teachers working with around 35000 students. Moreover, colleges situated in rural or urban area having very 
limited resource were permitted to open honors’ courses. The question of ensuring quality higher education in 
these institutions was related to different phenomenon which needed to be addressed. By identifying the 
challenges of ensuring quality higher education in NU affiliated colleges, this study will open a new ground of 
study associated with development studies and education science approaching to policy formulation. However, 
the study could not explore most of the colleges situated in southern Bangladesh due to time and resource 
constrains. Among hundreds of colleges, only six colleges have been included in study area which may be 
considered as study limitation and all the respondents have not disclosed the facts spontaneously which is 
another study limitation of the study.  
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Abstract 
Selecting a subject in the undergraduate program is critical since education at this level typically shapes the 
career and eventually the future of a student. Students from collective societies like Bangladesh are said to 
have been controlled by particular influencers, such as parents and relatives, who typically lack a solid 
comprehension of the features and prospects of an undergraduate subject. As a result, many undergraduate 
students often lose their eagerness for the subject that they have already selected while enrolled in 
university. The purpose of this study was to explore the decision-making process of undergraduate 
students’ subject selection and find out the influencers who were affected most in this process. This study 
was carried out using a convergent parallel mixed method. Purposive sampling was used to choose 
participants for this study among Khulna University students. Survey method has been used to gather 
quantitative data. A total of 300 participants were surveyed using the online questionnaire. Additionally, 
Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) were used to gather qualitative data, and four FGDs consisting of seven 
participants each were organized. Findings embedded that, students sequentially surpass 13 steps in 
making-decision such as knowing the desire, menace for the desired subject, aspiration for information, 
consulting with sources, and eventually post-decision determination. Despite numerous sources, family 
members influenced them most than their own desire. Regarding the issue of direct pressure, 79% of 
participants said they had never experienced any sort of pressure in making decisions, while 15% said they 
were likely to experience familial pressure. In general, students are satisfied (4.20 mean) with their selected 
subject. Students are also pleased with the human and electronic resources they used to gather information 
for subject selection. They also have remarkable faithfulness in existing university students and social media 
like Facebook groups, YouTube reviews, and blogs. Merging the qualitative and quantitative data, this study 
found that family members and teachers are the most influential factor in the decision-making process of 
undergraduate students choosing a subject. As the synthesized findings of this study have disclosed some 
of the underlying factors and influencers in the decision-making process of choosing subjects for 
undergraduate students, it may be useful to both students and other related people and systems, including 
parents, teachers, and educational institutions. Future research can focus on the students who did not get 
any other subjects as an option while enrolled. However, the students who completed the undergraduate 
level can be examined to get a better understanding of the decision they had once made. This may help to 
know their feelings, sufferings, and social and family view towards their decision. 
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Abstract 
Human lives include ups and downs that interconnect with stress. This stress is also inevitable when 
individuals engage in any occupation. Nowadays, occupational stress has become a global health issue that 
affects not only the organizational productivity but also the quality of life. Working women take acute 
occupational stress as they tend to balance between family and jobs, especially in the Asian continent. Still, 
a few review studies have been conducted on occupational stress in various countries. This is the first, 
perhaps, study investigating the context, more specifically on working women from an Asian perspective. 
Thus, this study aims to review the various dimensions of occupational stress and its impact on working 
women in the Asian region. This study employs a literature review focusing on two major areas: job stress 
and working women's well-being. ProQuest, Scopus, and Web of Science databases were to search relevant 
studies. The authors deployed English language for searching.  To find out relevant studies, the authors 
used diversified searching keywords; occupational stress OR job stress AND working women OR 
employed women AND women OR female.  Research studies conducted in different countries of Asia, 
specifically India, China, Japan, South Korea, Thailand, Bangladesh and Pakistan were selected. Only the 
research papers published between the timeline of 2015 to 2022 were chosen to review the context. Out of 
819 records, 32 relevant papers were selected and considered for further analysis. Microsoft Excel and 
VOS-viewer software were employed to depict data graphically. Findings of this paper illustrate that 
majority of the research studies (28%) have been conducted in the Indian context, it means female 
occupation stress is an emerging issue in this country. In addition, 38% of all research articles have been 
published in 2022 that sharply indicates recent research trend. It shows the importance and scope of 
conducting occupational stress related research on women across the countries.  The findings also reveal 
that role ambiguity, poor working environment, unhealthy employee relationships, non-participative 
management, steady career growth, intrinsic impoverishment, and lack of advancement are the significant 
factors of occupational stress. However, this review was limited to Asian perspective, inclusion of global 
context may yield a broader view. Furthermore, any specific occupation like nurse, teacher, beautician, 
police etc. can be investigated for more concrete understanding of the context as stress varies from 
occupation to occupation. Nevertheless, the findings contribute to the existing literature by identifying the 
key actors of occupational stress and how these factors affect the well-being of working women. 
Policymakers and practitioners concerned about this issue can utilize the insights to formulate strategies 
and impact productivity. 
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Abstract 
Like many other sectors of development initiatives, the COVID-19 pandemic caused a severe impact on 
microfinance borrowers worldwide. This current study explored how the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
went on the microfinance-receiving women in Bangladesh. This study aims to know how microfinance receiving 
women received and paid Microfinance loans during the COVID-19 period and the stories behind them. This 
study was exploratory in nature. The Dumuria sub-district of Khulna district was purposively selected as the 
study area. Data were collected from 25 microfinance-receiving households, and both men and women who are 
direct and indirect beneficiaries were included as informants. This study recruited informants engaged in 
microfinance loan activity for at least five years. A snowball sampling procedure was incorporated to identify and 
interview the required informants. Snowball sampling helps collect data based on target characteristics where 
informants refer others they know. A semi-structured question format (in Bengali) was developed that directly 
related to the specific research objective. Participants’ conversations were recorded, and the average minute was 
25 to 30. Under the processing of data, raw data were transcribed from audio and translated into English by 
using MS word. The translated data were prepared in a 25-word file for each of the informants and coded using 
NVivo-12 software. A thematic analytical framework was used for interpreting the data. Data collection took 
place from May to July 2022. Based on generalized ability, themes were coded to use NVivo-12. This study 
contained four themes under one objective. The present study indicates that most microfinance borrowers 
needed more time to repay instalments during the COVID-19 period. Their income was insufficient then, so 
some microfinance authorities extended borrowers’ loan repaying time. On the other hand, findings showed that 
some participants had to provide instalments regularly because the microfinance (MF) authority pressured them 
to repay. The qualitative data also found that women took the loan, but their husbands/sons/fathers (in-laws) 
were the primary loan users. However, few women were found using the loans and repaying the instalments. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, most borrowers’ income went down, so they had to take multiple loans from 
different microfinance institutions (MFIs). The informants argued that they had no choice but to take multiple 
loans to repay previous instalments to the borrowed microfinance institutions (MFIs). It also showed that most 
of the female borrowers’ husbands repay instalments as husbands were the actual loan users. In the majority’s 
comment, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic harmed their income, business loss and price hiking; 
therefore, the loan repayment became an extra burden to carry further. The COVID-19 pandemic was a 
miserable situation for people such as low-income people in Bangladesh to handle such a crisis. By exploring the 
present study conducted on people in rural areas, we contribute findings about the pandemic’s impact on 
microfinance receiving beneficiaries’ conditions relating to microfinance (MF) activity. This current study was a 
qualitative study conducted in the southern part (Khulna-Dumuria) of Bangladesh; therefore, future researchers 
were encouraged to investigate the borrowers’ situation during the COVID-19 pandemic in other locations in 
Bangladesh. Nevertheless, more detailed investigations are suggested to understand better the impact of COVID-
19 on microfinance-receiving women in Bangladesh. 
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Abstract 
Financial inclusion, defined by the engagement and involvement of people with formal financial institutions, has 
become a buzzword nowadays. The authors have tried to investigate an alluring problem statement considering 
the nexus between financial inclusion and exchange rate. The authors have collected data from the Financial 
Access Survey (FAS) of International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Development Indicator (WDI) of 
World Bank (WB) covering the years 2004 to 2020. Using time series yearly data with the aim of getting balanced 
data, the authors have applied some tests for example Augmented Dicky Fuller test as well as Phillips–Perron 
test commonly known as unit root test for assessing stationary, Johanson Co-integration test for understanding 
long run relationship among variables, Vector Error Correction model and Granger causality test to finally 
address the core objective of the study. For getting Financial Inclusion (FI) value, the researchers have applied 
Principal Component Analysis (PCA). The diagnostic results of PCA show that the overall KMO and Alpha 
values are 0.74 and 0.93 respectively meaning that the FI score is applicable for the data analysis. The study has 
revealed that all variables are stationary and also all series are integrated at the first-order difference, I (1), and the 
variables have long-run association among them with two co-integrated vectors and the maximum lag value is 
two in accordance with AIC and BIC criteria. FI is comprised of supply side considering the involvement of 
formal financial institutions and demand side considering the engagement of people with a total of six factors. 
The results state that supply side of FI increases more than demand. The analysis result of Exchange Rate (ER) 
and FI shows a rising pattern over the years. In addition, the outcomes of Vector Error Correction Model 
(VECM) diagnostic test disclose that the interpreted results are free from the problems of heteroscedasticity and 
auto-correlation. Furthermore, to achieve the objective of the study, the outcomes of Granger Causality Test 
(GCT) have demonstrated bi-variate, uni-variate and no causality. From the GCT outcomes, Exchange Rate (ER) 
and Trade Openness (TO), ER and FI, and TO and FI have bidirectional associations which expose that they 

cause each other, for instance, ER⟷TO, ER⟷FI and TO⟷FI. On the other hand, Foreign Direct Investment 

(FDI) and TO have a unidirectional relationship which implies that FDI causes TO (FDI ⟶TO) and these two 
variables are included as control variables because exchange rate can affect FDI and TO. Moreover, the authors 
did not get any relationship between ER and FDI, and FI and FDI. According to the study findings, there is a 
positive long-term bi-directional nexus between exchange rate and financial inclusion, which implies that both 
factors affect each other because of increasing transaction demand for money over the periods. When financial 
inclusion increases, the devaluation of home currency also increases. Perhaps, the concerned policymakers can 
take financial inclusion as a phenomenon by increasing the involvement of the number of people taking financial 
services from formal financial institutions for producing export-oriented goods and import substitution goods 
for earning more foreign currency for maintaining the trade balance because the concerned economy remains in 
the trade deficit over the time period. 
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Abstract 
We employ technology as a weapon whenever we face any form of crisis or difficulty in this modern era. As 
soon as COVID-19 was declared a pandemic in 2020, countries around the world began implementing 
technological advancements in the medical sector, educational improvement, and the continuity of 
production to control the crisis. In that situation, primary education shifted to a digital platform in 
Bangladesh due to the school closure from March 2020 to February 2022, with a lack of technological 
resources and preparation from the viewpoint of the parents and teachers. Therefore, this study aims to 
explore the perception and role of parents and teachers regarding the engagement of students in digital 
learning at primary level during the Covid-19 pandemic. The researchers followed a qualitative design and 
collected data from 32 parents and 10 teachers of different primary schools in both urban and rural areas 
immediately after the school reopening. In this research, 4 FGDs (8 parents for each FGD) and 10 
teachers’ interviews were conducted for collecting data. All the participants were selected following a 
deviant purposive sampling technique maintaining geographical proportions. Moreover, this research 
followed a thematic analysis process for the data analysis. The findings revealed that with a lack of 
preparedness and facilities, some parents and teachers, especially in urban areas, managed motivated 
participation and showed a positive mindset to perform their role through the digital platform. However, 
the teachers and parents from the rural areas responded in a way that they had no way left rather than 
following the trend of digital learning with lots of challenges. According to the teachers, technological 
expertise is a must to engage students effectively. Unlike rural teachers, the teachers in urban areas found 
digital learning helpful and suggested to continue it partially after the pandemic. The parents, however, 
think that digital learning is meant for tertiary-level students only and is inappropriate for students of early 
grades. Parents have also found that this digital engagement of students has brought negative consequences 
like physical, emotional, and behavioral issues for children. Findings also demonstrated that the urban 
parents played their role in engaging students in digital learning by providing them with various 
reinforcements whereas the rural parents found it difficult and depended entirely on schools. Teachers’ role 
in engaging students includes- using storytelling and gamification as multiple ways of teaching-learning, 
redesigning contents, using examples with pictures, asking interactive questions, orienting students about 
using the digital platform, and contacting students if anyone fails to join the class. Finally, this research will 
guide the government and policymakers to take appropriate actions to ensure an updated primary education 
system. Digital learning should not be stopped, rather this opportunity can be taken as a gateway to enter a 
technology-enhanced learning-based world. Based on the findings, this study recommends that proper 
orientation & training should be given to all stakeholders whenever a technology-enhanced learning system 
is introduced. Furthermore, mitigating the obstacles to improve digital learning for elementary-level 
students can be the subject of future research. 
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Abstract 
Bangladesh being a developing country is still discriminating the gender roles regarding marketplace access. 
Entrepreneurship has been considered as a driving factor in the economic growth of Bangladesh. Women 
entrepreneurs in this country are more vulnerable to start a new business and participate equally in the 
marketplace. According to Article 19, section 3 and Article 28, section 2 of Bangladesh’s constitution, the state 
shall endeavor to ensure equality of opportunity and participation of women with men in all spheres of national 
life. But, according to BBS, women in this country do three and a half times more wage-less work than men. In 
this patriarchal system, women struggled to get equality and are considered as minority of all entrepreneurs and 
faced gender based barriers to start and grow a business. Recent studies have shown that women entrepreneurs 
in Bangladesh lacked the access of participating in domestic and export markets. Activities of women 
entrepreneurship were not easily included in trade or business and thus created a problem for women 
entrepreneurs to access to marketing information. Existing papers also revealed that there was a positive change 
of attitude of people towards women entrepreneurship. Loan facilities, training facilities and other kinds of 
supports have been increased. Although literatures suggested that there are governmental and financial initiatives 
to support women entrepreneurship, but the barriers to access such supports remained unclear. Also, their 
vulnerability in participating in marketplace activities lacked details. This study aimed to investigate the barriers of 
women entrepreneurs in accessing governmental and non-governmental supports while addressing their 
vulnerability. This study was designed to conduct in the context of women entrepreneurs in Rajshahi city. It was 
a qualitative study that included in-depth interviewing method. A purposive sampling of 40 women 
entrepreneurs of small and medium enterprises aging 25-50 years old were chosen as study population. The 
interviews followed a semi-structured questionnaire. Collected data were cross-checked by researchers during 
fieldwork and were transcribed, later thematically analyzed considering participants as units of analysis. The 
results of the study showed that women entrepreneurs were not only vulnerable in accessing to marketplace but 
also in accessing financial supports from governmental and non-governmental organizations. Some of the 
participants struggled to establish their shops in a marketplace. They were threatened and one of their shops was 
also removed by other powerful businessmen of that specific area. Most of the participants were frightened to 
take a loan even if they were in need of it. They thought that if they had taken a loan, they would not have 
sufficient surplus to pay a definite amount within a certain period of time. Other participants who were taking a 
loan or willing to take a government loan were facing difficulties in following the procedures as they were 
complex and time-consuming. The ones who were taking a loan from NGOs and non-governmental banks were 
also facing problems in providing a guarantor to the organization that would ensure them that they would return 
the loaned amount within time. The present study recommends minimizing the bureaucratic difficulties while 
taking a governmental loan or support. Secondly, the NGOs should get more connected the female 
entrepreneurs. Thirdly, the difficulties of paper works and the time consumed to prepare necessary papers to 
access loans should be minimized. To conclude, the governmental as well as non-governmental intermediaries 
should initiate in a parallel way to solve this problem. 
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Abstract 
The socioeconomic development of Bangladesh is heavily dependent on the agriculture sector, which is 
highly sensitive to seasonal weather phenomena. Despite regional varieties of disasters in the country, the 
farmers in the southwest coastal region are struggling with frequent cyclones, storm surges, coastal 
flooding, and waterlogging due to their low-lying geomorphological location. These disasters often affect 
smallholders' entire agricultural production and livelihood systems, with a domino threat to their household 
incomes, food and nutrition security, and collective well-being. The promotion of climate-resilient farming 
practices, therefore, is imperative to ensure food and livelihood protection as the way to reduce disaster 
risks. Building climate-resilient agricultural systems will provide a more continuous supply of safe and 
accessible food for all and will ensure agrarian transformation. Indeed, the local governments, researchers, 
and food and agricultural aid agencies currently have limited knowledge and scientific understanding of 
southwest Bangladesh's major agricultural value chains and its ongoing challenges in the face of climate 
risks and hydroclimatic variability. A landscaping study is thus essential to see the problem(s) associated 
with the significant agricultural value chains.  This study explores the potential climate risk and adaption 
options in the agriculture sector for effective and efficient upscaling of agricultural transformation and 
improved livelihood systems of smallholder farmers in the face of climate risks in southwest Bangladesh. A 
mixed-method approach was applied, combining literature review, stakeholder consultations, and random 
interviews with farmers and agricultural experts. Specifically, the shrimp chain was looked at to identify the 
factors that make it relatively resistant to climate impacts. Existing bottlenecks were identified across the 
value chain that reduces the product's viability or profitability and hinders its cultivation's expansion. Our 
primary study results indicate that there is increasing environmental pressure due to the conversion of 
agricultural land to shrimp farms and increased hydroclimatic risks. Also, Shrimp farming activities 
significantly impact local agricultural practices and reduce plant biodiversity in the study area. The shrimp 
farmers do not comply with environmental guidelines and most of them have little sustainability concern 
and a trade-off between crop agriculture versus shrimp production. Therefore, they face significant 
challenges from the operational aspect of shrimp production, social conflicts, and economic losses over 
time. The study would help scientists, practitioners, and policymakers to take appropriate climate actions 
for climate risk reduction and adaptation in the agricultural sector, which could be replicated in other 
hydroclimatic hotspots of Bangladesh. 
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Abstract 
World-wide energy comes from coal. Thus, energy security in Bangladesh requires economical and 
sustainable coal supply. Bangladeshis depend on coal for many sectors of their economy and society. Coal 
employs many in Bangladesh. Inhaling coal micro-particles, nano-particles, and byproducts while working 
with coal provides an invisible health danger. This study estimates health cost of coal workers of Jashore 
district, where we surveyed 100 out of 350 workers of five ghats of Noapara river port who directly 
involved in coal transportation at least 6 months through random sampling by interview schedule with 
structured questionnaire. We accounted annual health cost through cost of illness includes direct and 
indirect cost. We applied Poisson regression model for estimating number of sick days due to dust-borne 
diseases because sick days is the count data with proxy of health status, and Tobit regression for estimating 
mitigation and averting cost, since the Tobit model offers an option to censor observations at zero for 
those who do not spend any money for these goals, it is frequently used to estimate avoiding and mitigating 
expenditure conditional on pollution exposure. The research reveals that both work duration, wage and 
personal features significantly affect health cost. Findings shows that an increase in weekly coal 

transportation by an hour, increases annual sick days by 0.011 days (P ˂ 0.05). A one-year increase in coal 

worker’s age increases 0.008 sick days (P ˂ 0.1). Face mask using workers’ sick days decreases by 0.247 days 

than who do not use face mask regularly (P ˂ 0.1). Age exerts negative impact on averting cost, where 

increase in age by one-year significantly decreases annual averting cost by BDT 82.89 (P ˂ 0.01). Education 

shows positive relation where one-year increase in education increases averting cost by BDT 345.50 (P ˂ 

0.01). Increase in education by one year decreases annual mitigation cost by BDT 448.35 (P ˂ 0.05). which 
hints that education helped to take appropriate averting actions which might lead lower mitigating cost. 
Increase in working hour and daily wage also significantly increased mitigating cost. Among five safety 
gears, most of the workers use only mask where many do not use protective clothing, gloves, footwear, 
goggles at all. Even in case of mask use, 45 percent workers in ward no. 4 use mask regularly which is 
highest among five surveyed wards. The research highlights of ensuring standard dust control safety 
measures for workers related to coal transportation. The research will help in adopting policy in dust 
inhaling works. 
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Abstract 
Gender-based violence is a grave violation of human rights as well as a severe health and safety concern. 
This can manifest itself in a variety of ways, including intimate partner violence, sexual violence, child 
marriage, female genital mutilation, and so on. Among them, sexual violence is common in Bangladesh, 
endangering women’s physical and mental health. The One-Stop Crisis Centre (OCC) is the only 
government-created initiative in Bangladesh that offers women victims of sexual violence one-door 
assistance in six different service categories, including health services, psychological counselling, legal 
advice, safe homes, and rehabilitation. The objective of this study was to discover how sexually abused 
women perceived the role of OCC at Dhaka Medical College Hospital (DMCH). The liberal feminism 
theory, which proposed legal reform as a solution to protect women's rights, was used in this study to 
discover how OCC can be a powerful tool for reducing gender-based violence. As the nature of this study 
is exploratory, qualitative methodology was used here. Purposive sampling was used to select six women 
victims of sexual violence who had previously benefited from this OCC. Two medical officers were 
selected purposively and regarded as critical informants in assessing the program’s implementation status. 
To find out detailed information reflecting the service delivery of the OCC, in-depth interviews were used 
here as necessary research instruments. As sexual violence is a sensitive issue, the respondents were made 
aware of the study's purpose and objectives. Informed consent was taken before the interviews and the 
privacy of the respondents was maintained properly. The duration of each conversation was 20-30 min. 
The interviews were recorded with prior permission from the participants and kept strictly confidential. For 
analyzing the data, thematic analysis was used here. After conducting the interviews, all the recorded data 
were transcribed manually to classify the themes. Inconsistent issues arising from the interviews were 
addressed and, in extreme cases, excluded. The respondents were questioned regarding the OCC's service 
delivery. The attitude of the OCC personnel, the availability of necessary logistics, the challenges the 
victims encountered etc. were also addressed in this study. All of the respondents acknowledged that this 
OCC was capable of providing necessary medical services, counselling, and legal assistance. However, three 
of the six participants claimed that confidentiality, 24/7 hours of service availability, lab services etc. were 
not adequately protected. Two of the six respondents stated that the ward boys and nurses of the OCC 
didn’t treat all the victims equally. In the area of policy implications, the participants suggested that 
providing one-stop service would be dynamic if the authority resolved issues such as insufficient staffing, 
poor staff capacity building, lack of basic amenities, inadequate awareness-raising programs and so on. 
Despite differences of opinion, the respondents unanimously agreed that OCC's influence on combating 
sexual violence is commendable. 
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Abstract 
Data journalism, with its ability to provide macro and micro-scale perspectives on health care, redefined 
health reporting during the global COVID-19 pandemic. Under these circumstances, health has taken the 
place of high significance. Consequently, the curiosity to see how data journalism is exercised while 
covering health issues in Bangladesh led to the idea of doing this study. This research aimed to shed light 
on how data journalism was applied while reporting on health in Bangladeshi media. This study was 
conducted following a mixed-method approach; quantitative data through content analysis and qualitative 
data through key informant interviews. The news published in August and September of 2022 in online 
editions of The Business Standard, Prothom Alo, Daily Star and Ittefaq; was taken for content analysis. In 
addition, four key informant interviews with academicians, journalism trainers and media development 
experts were conducted. The study concluded that data journalism practices in Bangladesh are not 
standard. The scenario is also severely lacking in terms of the number of published data stories; only 24 
reports among 736 health-related news were data-driven stories. The Business Standard published 19 
healthrelated data stories, which is the highest among the four news outlets. On the other hand, Prothom 
Alo and Ittefaq did not publish any health-related data story. Even the data-driven stories published in 
these four news outlets focused only on urban areas. In addition, the data-driven stories were mainly 
reported based on government sources. Besides these, among 25 data visuals, 84% were pictographs. 
However, the interviewees identified not having an OCR tool for the Bengali language as a significant 
impediment to the flourishment of data journalism in Bangladesh. They also marked that, journalists in our 
newsrooms often do not possess the technical skills to carry out the data-driven story. Nevertheless, they 
proposed that, to improve the scenario of data journalism in Bangladesh, news industry and the universities 
should work together. Media development organizations should advocate the concept of data journalism in 
the newsrooms. Furthermore, they have to introduce workshops and training programs on data journalism. 
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Abstract 
In the context of our country, public relation (PR) is playing a very significant role in both government and 
private sectors to build on efficient strategies and create an effective reputation. The public relation wing of 
various government and non-government offices utilize public relations techniques to achieve their goals, 
and encourage people to participate in different social activities including volunteer work, donations, 
campaigns. The aim of the study has been appointed to find out the pattern and practices of public 
relations in the government and private organizations of Bangladesh and to find out the result through the 
constructed hypothesis in terms of the means, standard deviation, engagement and feedback which one is 
doing better. The ANOVA analysis strengthens this statement more specifically. The study has followed 
both quantitative and qualitative approaches using content analysis and Key Informant Interview (KII) 
methods for data collection. Content has been collected from six months social media data (Facebook 
page) of two public organizations which are Khulna University and Bangladesh Bank, and two private 
organizations named Northern University of Business and Technology and City Bank. The researcher 
interviewed four key persons as responsible public relations professional of Khulna University, Northern 
University and City Bank, Bangladesh Bank. This study revealed that the means of communication and 
pattern and practices are quite similar in both public and private organizations. But there is a significant 
difference in terms of feedback giving and audience engagement evolution which resulted in the private 
sector of Public Relations in doing better than the government sector in some extents. Here from the 95% 
confidence interval the value of p was <0.05% . The mean and Standard deviation of replies are 0 , 0 for 
Khulna University and for Northern University 0.4286 and 1.384 . Here, a hypothesis test supports the 
alternative that the private sector is performing well. For replies Bangladesh bank is 0, 0 and for city bank is 
42.53 and 85.33. And the number of shares comparison are respectably 42.5 and 113.9 and for City bank 
83.45 and 88.15. So, from the comparison this study claims that in terms of data analysis City banks mean 
and standard deviation is greater than Bangladesh bank in terms of audience engagement. Key informant 
interviews also indicate that several practices like agenda shifting or motive shifting and the tendency to 
follow major ethical guidelines are more practiced in private organizations. Key persons suggested that 
constructing a complete guideline or working manual for the further development of public relations is 
needed in every PR sector. Implementation of these suggestions and proper evolution of feedback giving 
can bring significant positive changes in the Public Relations sector. This study is designed at finding the 
pattern and practices of Public relations in the government and corporate sectors of Bangladesh and 
checked a hypothesis throughout the collected data (content analysis and in-depth interview). Throughout 
the ANOVA analysis and the discussions from the in-depth interview a portrayal of pattern and practices is 
constructed and the hypothesis sustained. 
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Abstract 
Discriminating people based on one’s age is common but the issue is mostly ignored in academia specially 
in the developing countries. Thus, discrimination can occur at child and at old age. This problem primarily 
affects the elderly (in case of old) in least developed and developing nations. This study aims to identify the 
factors influencing ageism for elderly people. This study used a cross-sectional design, and data is collected 
through an interview schedule with a literature based structured questionnaire. In December 2022, the 
author chooses four wards of Khulna city corporation for this study, surveys 40 holdings of each ward and 
finds that 65 or above aged older people in 124 holdings from total of 160 holdings. Depending on 
respondents’ health condition each respondent take around 40 minutes to response. Ageism is scored based 
on four dimensions; family, social, financial and life security to find out dimensions’ extent of ageism for 
elderly people. Old people’s perception is counted in 4-point Likert scale for 22 issues of mentioned four 
dimensions where ageism maximum score may range from 1 to 88. The survey result shows that 
respondents are mostly victimized by life security, followed by society, financial aspects and family sources. 
Hypothesis testing result show that older people have/receive pocket money and having own house are less 
victim on ageism than who do not have/receive pocket money and do not have own house.   Regression 
result shows that when other things remain constant if respondent’s year of schooling increases by 1 year, 
then respondents’ ageism significantly decreases by 0.363 units, if personal income increases by one 
thousand taka then ageism significantly decreases by 0.142 units. Increase in family income by one 
thousand taka decreases ageism significantly by 0.184 units. Moreover, respondents having previous 
savings, and performing physical exercise regularly have lower victim of ageism than those who do not 
have previous savings and who do not perform physical exercise regularly. The research suggests 
compulsory savings at younger age and performing physical activities at young and old age for securing 
better older age. The study recommends more intensive research on ageism in both urban and rural areas at 
larger sample for more evidence. 
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Abstract 
The strength and direction of association between health sector expenditure and economic growth has 
attracted greater attention in recent times. Among the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), good 
health and wellbeing stands at number three. It has been broadly recognized that sustainable economic 
development and poverty reduction cannot be attained with poor health status of the population. The 
government expenditure on health sector has significant influence on the people’s health status. Lower 
amount of budgetary allocation in health sector increases peoples’ out-of-pocket expenditure for health. 
This study explores the association between health expenditure and economic growth of Bangladesh during 
the period from 2000 to 2020. This study considers Gross Domestic Product (GDP), health sector 
expenditure (HSE), out-of-pocket health expenditure (OPHE), total government expenditure (TGE) and 
Human Development Index (HDI) for attaining its goal. The study employs unit root test, Johansen 
cointegration test, Vector Error Correction Model (VECM) and Granger Causality test under time series 
analysis. Result from Johansen cointegration test shows there is presence of cointegration among the 
variables hence VECM is used in this study. The outcome of Granger causality test based on VECM shows 
the presence of bidirectional causal relationship between HSE and GDP, TGE and GDP, OPHE and 
HSE.  The Granger causality test also finds unidirectional causality from OPHE to GDP, from HDI to 
GDP, from TGE to HSE and from TGE to OPHE. According to the study, Bangladesh's public health 
sector receives very little budgetary allocation relative to the GDP of the nation. In Bangladesh, the 
percentage of government spending on healthcare has been falling for several years in a row, leading to a 
number of troublesome issues. In Bangladesh, average 2-3 percent of the GDP has been spent in health 
sector in last two decades which is much lower than WHO standard of 5 percent. Out-of-pocket spending 
per person is rising in the public health sector as a result of budget restrictions, where it accounts for 
average 67 percent of total spending.  Additionally, higher health spending burdens the poor, diminishes 
the standard of public healthcare, and lowers the infrastructure quality of healthcare. High out of pocket 
health expenditure increases the opportunity cost of poor people for accessing health services. As this study 
finds bidirectional causal relationship (F-statistics 93.47 and 16.06; p<0.01) between health sector 
expenditure and GDP, hence an increase in health sector allocation will help for increasing GDP and vice 
versa.  Besides increasing the allocation in health sector there is also need for proper monitoring. 
Government involvement in the health sector might be able to reduce health-related issues, which would 
help the economy to flourish. 
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Abstract 
The frozen food sector is the second largest export-earning sector in Bangladesh. Shrimp is the main item 
of frozen food and significant contributor to the national economy of Bangladesh since 1980s. During the 
demographic dividend phase in Bangladesh, shrimp farming has the potential to employ a substantial 
number of unemployed educated individuals. It is a cross-sectional study that tried to explore the impact of 
farmers’ education on shrimp productivity. The authors have collected data on 200 shrimp farmers from 
three districts namely Khulna, Bagerhat, and Satkhira of southwest Bangladesh, using a proportionate 
random sampling method. Farmers’ education and productivity status have been scrutinized by using 
descriptive statistics and cross-tabulation. Furthermore, the authors have used Cobb-Douglas Production 
Function (CDPF) and Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression model to explore the impact of farmers’ 
education on shrimp productivity. The study has also tried to explore the association between farmers’ 
education and farm management practices (FMP) by using the Tobit regression model. Gher preparation, 
water quality monitoring, disease monitoring, disease control, post-larvae collection and stocking density 
are commonly referred as farm management practices. In addition, the study has examined the association 
between farmers’ education and environmental management approach by using the Logistic regression 
model. Environmental management approach requires multidimensional activities such as implementing 
existing environmental policies, sterilizing the pond environment and intensive monitoring of the 
environmental impact on the surrounding ecosystem. The study suggests that the average production is 425 
kg per hectare in the southwest region of Bangladesh. Further, the activity budget equation shows that 
educated farmers have higher productivity compared to uneducated farmers. Efficiency factors of 
production (EFP) revealed that educated farmers are more efficient than uneducated farmers. Break-even 
point (BEP) analysis shows that average production volume, price and gher size are above the BEP which 
indicates shrimp farming in the study area is highly profitable. Empirical analysis shows that there is a 
significant positive impact of farmers’ education on shrimp productivity. Farmers’ education has been 
found to be a positive significant factor in farm management practice and environmental management 
approach. Therefore, the study recommends establishing a knowledge-receiving program between the 
fisheries extension office and the shrimp farmers, enhancing the availability of modern technology-based 
farming methods and its proper usage of knowledge through the fisheries training program, and providing 
incentives or loan facilities to the newly engaged farmers. 
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Abstract 
Facebook is the most well-liked and most used social networking site among students nowadays. The 
number of Facebook users has been proliferating in Bangladesh. The young generation spends much time 
on Facebook. Most university students use Facebook for academic purposes like connecting with 
classmates, getting study-related information, completing group work, and becoming updated. The students 
differ in their extent and frequency of Facebook use because of some factors. Hence, conducting this 
research is necessary for answering two burning questions: what factors motivate students to use Facebook 
and its effect on their academic performance? This paper aims to observe the impact of Facebook use on 
students’ academic performance. The data are collected from undergraduate and masters level students of 
Khulna University by applying a random sampling procedure. Facebook use is measured in hours, and 
CGPA measures academic performance. Two separate econometric models are used to attain the study 
goals. An OLS regression model is used in this study to identify the determinants of Facebook use, and a 
Tobit regression model is used to determine the factors that affect students’ academic performance. This 
study identifies current residence, hometown, participation in co-curricular activities, relationship status, 
study hours, parent’s Facebook use, and use of other social networking sites as the significant determinants 
of Facebook use. On the other hand, hours of study, class participation, time of Facebook use, Facebook 
use in the class, and following course materials are statistically significant factors that affect students’ 
academic performance. Thus, this study identifies a significant negative impact of Facebook use on 
students’ academic performance. The average time of Facebook use is almost double the average study 
hours of the students per day. Participation in co-curricular activities and an increase in study hours are 
some suggestions for controlling Facebook use. Allowing more time for study, following course materials, 
reducing Facebook use time, and class participation are recommended by this study to improve academic 
performance. 
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Abstract 
This study aimed to investigate the academic activities, challenges, and coping strategies of a rural Bangladeshi 
secondary school during the COVID-19 pandemic. This research was carried out between March 2020 and 
March 2022. On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) announced the outbreak of the new 
corona virus to be a pandemic. On March 8, 2020, the first case of this virus was confirmed in Bangladesh. 
Because of the pandemic, the government of Bangladesh announced closure of educational institutions on 
March 17, 2020. This research focuses on a 54-year-old secondary school in a rural region of the south-west part 
of Bangladesh, with 368 students and 10 teachers. For this study, a case study within a qualitative framework was 
done. The data collection occurred in two phases: first in June 2021 and subsequently in March 2022. In both 
rounds, interviews of all the teachers were conducted. To gain an understanding of the students' perspectives, 
interviews and focus group discussions (FGDs) of twenty-four students (four from each grade who were selected 
by convenience sampling) were undertaken. This study finds that the entire academic experience was extremely 
hard and novel for both teachers and students. The school administration has always attempted to comply with 
government directives, though it faced difficulties in getting updated information because of poor cellular 
network connection. Under government directives, the school was closed from March 17, 2020 to September 12, 
2021, 543 days, making it one of the longest school closures in the world. Both teachers and students have 
reported that they experienced a sense of alienation during the school closure. In September 2020, teachers 
began organizing online classes. Initially, live classes were attempted. But because of poor attendance, the 
decision was taken to switch to pre-recorded online classes. While engaging in online classes, both teachers and 
students encountered a variety of obstacles, such as lack of proper devices and required skill-sets, excessive cost 
of mobile data, poor network. All participants acknowledged that online classes were mostly ineffective. The 
institution required students to submit subject-specific assignment towards the end of the year 2020, which was 
challenging for both teachers and students, because it was a completely new task for them. Both parties have 
admitted that the vast majority of students plagiarized from online and other sources when completing 
assignments. However, they believe that the assignment technique was superior to online classes, as it assured the 
participation of nearly every student. The school finally resumed partially on September 12, 2021, with a reduced 
number of active school days. All the participant teachers and students felt that the reduced number of classes 
did not enable effective learning. In response to a notable increase in COVID-19 transmission, the government 
again closed all schools on January 21, 2022, until resuming normal operations on February 22, 2022. This study 
finds that both teachers and learners have tried several coping strategies during this tough period. Teachers have 
assisted one another as they struggled to organize online classes. In addition, they attempted to contact with the 
students and their parents through phone calls and in-person visits. Students attempted to support one another, 
and if they had learning problems, they sought help from family-members. Some findings of this study are based 
on recall of the situation by teachers and learners, which may create recall bias. To minimize this, data has been 
collected in two phases. This study has implications for policymakers, teachers, learners, and others. Schools with 
similar context can learn from the findings. Policymakers can mitigate future extreme circumstances by fixing 
network faults, offering financial aid to teachers and students, and organizing skill-building programs. 
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Abstract 
The Sundarbans is the largest single tract of mangroves in the world. It is perhaps the only place on earth 
threatened by cyclones, tidal waves, lack of fresh water, tigers, crocodiles, and poisonous snakes. In fact, 
the constant struggle for survival against nature, particularly the tiger, resulted in the adoption of a culture 
such as Bonbibi worship, a god to whom they could seek psychological refuge during difficult times. 
Recent studies have shown that the Bonbibi culture is slowly disappearing from this area. This article 
critically examines the decline of the Bonbibi culture in the Sundarbans and nearby areas and makes guesses 
about how it might affect society and the forest there. We have gathered empirical data through semi-
structured interviews with key informants, focus group discussions with stakeholders, document research 
(journals, books, and government documents), and uncontrolled personal observation. A total of 42 
interviewees who are directly involved in the collection of forest resources were surveyed. KIIs (n = 8; 4 
individuals per site) were carefully chosen, with the majority having either worked as gunin/bauli or been 
actively involved in resource collection since their early years (over the age of 50) to learn more about 
Bonbibi culture. During in-depth interviews with gunins, the "conversation with a purpose" method was 
used to learn about their backgrounds, how they learned to tame wild animals, and what rituals they had to 
do before entering the forest, while in the forest, and when they came back. In addition, they were asked 
what would happen to society and the forest if the Bonbibi faded out of the resource users’ culture and 
what could be done to revive the vanishing belief. After that, it was validated through focus group 
discussions with elderly people of advanced years. Despite the worldwide prevalence of violence against 
women and religious conflict, we discovered that Bonbibi culture not only encourages forest conservation 
but also improves societal stability by recognizing women's roles at home and dismantling caste and creed 
systems in this region. Aside from this, our study found a number of other reasons why people left the 
Bonbibi culture. These include people moving to cities because of fortress preservation and climate change, 
improvements in education, easier ways to communicate (like the internet and TV), greed, the ancestors' 
worries about passing down magical power, and the allure of city life. If the Bonbibi way of life continues 
to dwindle, it will threaten the Sundarbans' ability to manage their resources sustainably by breaking taboos 
associated with their strict subsistence use. Furthermore, it may destabilize society by upsetting the 
established order of respect for women and introducing a caste system among religious adherents. As 
scientific conservation policies alone wouldn't be enough to address ecological challenges, we proposed 
incorporating Bonbibi's place-based customary culture into mainstream management to gain local support 
for conservation. 
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Abstract 
The Sundarbans mangrove forest (SMF) is the largest single-stretch mangrove forest in the world. Millions 
of people depend solely on the SMF for their livelihood in Bangladesh and India. Honey collectors, locally 
known as Mowals or Mouali, are one of the forest resource-dependent communities (FRDCs) in 
Bangladesh, and they contribute around half of the total honey production in the country from the SMF. 
Despite their role in the regional and national economy, there is a sheer dearth of empirical study regarding 
the life and livelihood struggle of honey collectors in the SMF. This qualitative study was, therefore, aimed 
at exploring the uncharted reality of honey collectors. Administering an unstructured interview schedule, 
data were collected purposively from 5 honey collectors from the Shyamnagar Upazila of Satkhira district, 
Bangladesh. Findings indicate that honey collectors get engaged in the honey collection from a very early 
age and gain knowledge and skills from their fathers or grandfathers. The honey collection is a collective 
effort, and honey collectors usually remain loyal to a particular team or group. Each team consists of five to 
ten men with distinct roles, such as Sajuni (leader), Katuni or Katnibawli (harvester), Ariyal (keeper of pots) 
Rokha (prepare smoke-emitting torch), and Voirel (boatman). It is also evident that honey collection 
generally lasts for two to three months, extending from late March or early April to mid or early June. 
Therefore, the honey collection was a secondary occupation for the participants, as they were primarily 
engaged in fishing or crab collection during the off-season. However, during the peak season, they collected 
around 10 to 20 kg of honey per trip and earned around BDT 30,000. Although honey collectors made a 
fortune during the peak season, the interference of intermediaries, particularly the local loan 
sharks/moneylenders, compelled the honey collectors to sell honey at a lower price. In addition to the 
threat of tiger attack during honey collection, the frequent natural calamities and the unprecedented health 
emergencies, such as COVID-19, substantially affected the livelihood opportunities of the honey collectors 
in the SMF. To minimize financial uncertainty and protection against the risk of the tiger attack, the 
government should develop a market system that would allow the honey collectors to reach the consumer 
with a greater financial return and develop a plan or warning system that would enable the Forest 
Department to notify the honey collectors from entering the possible hotspot of tiger in the SMF. 
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Abstract 
Community-based interventions are often used to inform rural Bangladeshi women about primary health 
services (PHC), but these are not fully effective. The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare jointly with the 
World Health Organization suggested that in order to accelerate progress, effective interventions are 
required to address the rise in the uptake of healthcare services. However, when planning an intervention, 
there is observed a lack of developing a programme theory that specifies what must be done to achieve the 
intervention goals. This study therefore aims at developing a logic model to demonstrate how the proposed 
access and use (AU) intervention intends to improve PHC services by rural Bangladeshi women. The logic 
model is developed based upon the guidance of the UK Medical Research Council (MRC) framework, 
which included three stages: (i) previous evidence, (ii) identifying theory, and (iii) modelling process and 
outcomes. In addition, the Behavioural Change Wheel (BCW) framework was specifically used to identify 
the target problem and its solution, intervention functions and techniques, which fit into the theory 
identification stage of the MRC framework. Finally, the Kellogg foundation guide was used for the 
modelling process of the logic model. A lack of theory-based intervention in increasing access to and use of 
PHC services by women was revealed from the existing literature. The target problem was related to the 
lack of knowledge and understanding of women in the available PHC services, which prevented them from 
accessing and using the appropriate services. Subsequently, a solution of ‘providing information on the 
range and type of available PHC services’ was prioritised to address the problem. Twelve Behaviour 
Change Techniques, such as action planning, social support, verbal persuasion about capability and focus 
on past success, were also identified and included in the logic model as relevant strategies in this context. 
Community Health Workers and local peers were selected to deliver these intervention strategies in-person 
with rural women in a courtyard meeting in order to ensure the outcome of the AU intervention-increasing 
access to and use of PHC services by women. Since the theory logic model provided a rigorous framework 
for intervention development based upon the literature, theories and empirical findings, this is likely to be 
effective. It is suggested that logic models can be a useful way of examining the interconnections between 
factors and outcomes in healthcare accessing, and of highlighting potential areas for interventions and 
further research. 
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